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To the Honourable Houſe of Com- 


mons,now aſſembled in Parliament, 


VIM? pleaſed this Hopourable Aſſembly to re- 

| quire my (ervice in preaching at the late 
FL p ſolemne and religious affliting your ſoules 
Od q; before the Lord, to which not only my duty 
STE JE but experience ' of your former acceptance 
wr of my endeavours, made me yeel1 a ready 
obedrence, But Fs. h { knew your goodneſſe would beare 
with that weabneſſe which would he diſcovered in ſpeating 
to ſo grave and judicious an auditory z yet coul4 I not ex- 
pe to receive ſo large « teſtimony, not only of your accepta- 
tion, but thanks, 2s Tand my Colleague bave done, much 
leſſe that you ſhould ſo expreſly {end to have them puliſbed; 
becauſe now wha! blame ſha'l be,caſt upon my inſof Jictency 
in handling and proſecuting ſuch a ſub jet, muſt in ſome 
ſort refle upon your ſelves, For my ſelfs I anſwer all 0b- 
jetions againſt my ſending them abroad, with this, thas 
they are yours, and it is fit for m2 to yeel4 unto your diſ- 
poſing of them, 

For the maine leſſon handled, the Lord grant that our 
ſeeking him while he may be found, may prevent us from 
betng a further proofe of it to other Nations, and ſucceeding 
generations, 

And to this end, the ſame Lord guide and bleſſe unto 
A 2 Ws, 
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us, and reward into your owne boſomes, and your poſterittes, 
all the many, long, and unwearied labours which you have 
undergone, and ſtill continue in for the glory of bis name, 
the reformation of bis Church, the honour of bis Majeſty, 
the peace and proſperity of the whole Realme. This is ſo 
generally deſired and ſought for at Gods hands, that I hope 
the God who heareth prayers, will not leave the happipeſſe 
wmperfeft, which he ſeemes to have prepared by your meaner, 
nor deprive us of the good which you are working. To his 
wiſedome, protefiion, mercy, and grace, be leaves you, who 

is your daily Remembrancer at the Throne of Grace, 


STEPHEN MARSHALL, 


FMMMMMAMAY 
OOO OTE 
ASERMON PREACHED 


at the late Faſt, before the Commons 
Houle oft PARLIAMENT, 


2K1ixGs 23. 26, Readalſo Yerl. 25. 


And like unto hin © that is King Toſiah ) there was no King 
before him ' hat turned to the Lord nath all his heart , and 
with all bs ſoule, ana with .ll his might according to all 
the Law of Moles 3 neither afterwards aroſe any like 
unto him, 

Notwithſtanding the Lord turzed not from the fierceneſſe 
of his great wrath, wheirewith bis anger was kindled 
ag1inſt Judah,becuſe of all the provecations that Manal- 
ſch had proveted him withal, 


fa His King Torah ( Right Honourable Tatrodu- 
=\Y- and beloved ) may moſt truly bee 2% 
#2 counted, notonely one ofthe Wor- 
2 thies of the world, bt alſo one of the 
> worlds wondets : There is hardly a- 
ny thing recorded of him but what 
29 3 @ is wonderfull, his very birth was 
wonderfull, he being prophefied of by name about three 
hundred and fitty yearcs betore hee was borne : And is 'F 2 
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thercin for e- promiled to doe thoſe great thinges which 
he effeed againſt Idolarers, and che reliques of Ido- 
larry, Andi was as W *ndertull to thinke in what adef- 
perate condition , and 'ime of the Church he was boine , 
19 the darkeſt midaightt of apoſtaſic, whenthe ten Tribes 
were carried aw ay captive, and 1ud44 and Berjamin 
onely leſt, and they ( as torie as theeye of man could 
lee) w holly and ge 1c1ally talien from the Lord their 
Ged to all mannei of Iduls and Idolatrics ; when the 
very Temple of God was made adenne of Idols, nay, 
his Alcar the onely Altar of I(racl deſtroicd , to make 
roome for Alars erected to Idols : When the true 
Church had haidly any viſible being upon the face of the 
cath; yeal am perf waded that inthe darkeſt rimes of 
Anuchriſtianity : the true Church of Chriſt was never 
more inviſible , then it was about that time when loſu uh 
was borne. And it was arother wonder, that in ſuch a 
ſtrovg factions Ido!atrythen had, that any conld poſ- 
ſibly fo prevaile in the Court as = give ſuch education 
tothe young Prince : Norisit Iſle wonderfull that by 
thattime he was but fixreeen years old , hee ſtood our a 
perte& goiily man,underraking the cauſe of God ,and the 
reformation of Religion, and that with ſuch a perfe&t 
heart to muke the moſt comple and ablolute reformati- 
on of the Church that ever was wrought by any mortall 
man ſince God had a Church oneatth. Bu the ſucceſle 
of his labours {cems to me the moſt wondertu!l of all the 
reſt, whether you looke upon the ſuccefle it had with 
the people. or the ſucceſle it had with God. 

The ſuccefle wich the people was this ,. that although 
at ofa hs firſt appearing as a right Orient , " and illuſtrious 
Starre ina darke night there was hardly any Viſible wor- 


(hip 
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ſhip or worſhipper to bee found, yer hee carried all be- 19*:v4u 
fore him like a torrent, and walked like a man of fire, (as © 

- his namr ſignifies the fire of the Lord ) and brought the 

whole Nation ſo about, that there was ſcarce ever ſuch a 
Covenant made as hee procured , and that not by apre- 

vailing party, but the univerſality of his Kinzdome 

joined with him init, and continued init, and held 

cloſe ro tal} rþ& time that 7ofech lived in the world. a Che.s 4 
Tais was the fuccetie that hee found among the 31.32.33 
people. 

Bur now the ſucceſle that all this found with Godis 
yet more wor.dertull, and this my Text wiiltcll youof, 
viz, Tharnotwithſtznding fich a rare man 'was thus 
wonJertully ſticred up, thus miraculouſly carried on with 
ſucha perfke& heait , with (uch an unanimous conſent of 
his people, to {cr upon che worke of 1ctorming Religions 
and did it {o as never morrall man did the like before, nor 
any aroſe afterward |:ke unto him; yet norwirbftanding 
ak tht: the Lord !urwed nos aw y from ihe fiercenteſſe of his 
gre-t wrath ec. 

And ſo now you {ce my Text is a deſcription of the al- +, .. 
together hopelcſic and heip!fle condition of the Church of the " 
of the Jewes, though there was a Piiyfhtian riſen up who T-x: and 
had foiind out the moſt precious bale that ever was, and Pf fi 
faithfully ayplyicd ir, yet the hurt 07 Gods people could 
receive no cute, but they molt dic {or it, 

And this may bercdic<d to theie rwo heads. 

Fiiſt, you tiave rho onterable and forforne eſtate in 
theſs words .. ( No:w:th,; ind:ng the Lori turned ng frim 
the fi»ceneſſeof bu g-car mwrith which was kindicd a; anſt 
Ind th.) 

Secoudly , you have the cauſe of al! chis , whatit was * 
B 2 tat 
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Introdu- that made God irreconciliably and incxorably ſet againſt 
io. them in theſe words : Becauſe of all the provoc1tions whe! e- 
with Manaſſes had provoked h1mz , though hee were dead 
betwcene thirty and forty yeares before Toft h ended his 
daycs, yet his provocations were the caule that God 
would never bee reconciled to his peopie, though hee 
was reconciled to Manaſſes perlogn before hee dyed. 1 
purpoſe not any exadt or large handling of this Texr, 
nor is ic poſſible to bee done in one Sermon : I ſhall one. 
ly cull our ſuch things as are moſt intended by the holy 
Ghoſt, and moſt {utable ro the occaſion of our mee- 
ting. 
"PIER And firſt , let us ina few words conſider it in relation 
io. from tothe former Verſe, and ſecondly, as it lyes in ic ſelfe. 
the con- As it ſtands in relation to the former deſcription made of 
nexion. rofiah, andthe higl praiſes which God there beſtowes 
upon him, Ithence obſerve, That when God raiſes up 
any excellent inſtruments to appear in h cauſe, they ire moſt 
graciouſly accepted with him, though their endeavours ſhould 
come to nothing : There ſhall be glory and honour, and 
1mmortality , and etcrnall life to themſelves, though 
there be indignation, and wrath, tribulation, anguiſh and 
woe , uponthe people whom they would willingly doe 
good unto. This you fee plainly in this Text, 1oſ64h 
ſets up a building which was inſtamly throwne downe 
ſticke and ſtone,yet never man received better wages and 
greater reward than hee did. God hath raifed up many 
initruments to-doe him ſervice who have had admirable 
ſucceſle intheir way. Moſes brought Gods people out 
Deur.29. of the bondage of Egypt, carried them through a deſo- 
Tol.xs 4 196, Waſtetull, howling wildernefſe, and that miracu- 
5.  * loufly for forty yearcs together : Ioſhnagave them the 
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poſſeſſion of the profniſed land , and left them inirin 

ace, Dav:d \nbdued All their enemirs about them, un- 

till chey were all put wnder the ſoles of their feet , leaving King53-4 
them neither adverſary nor evill occurrent, Solomon built 

Gods Temple, and eſtabliſhed the Church in the pu- 

rity of Gods Worſhip and Ordinances, and the Com- 
mon-wealrh with admirable peace and proſperity , yet, 

not any of theſe more magnified by rhe Lord than 

lofiah , whoſe work cameto nothing. This is my firſt 
obſervation ;, and it hath theſe two branches ; firſt it im- 

plies that the endevours of rare Inflruments may come 10, 
mthing , that men may bee ſtirred up with admirable branches; 
ſpirits to attempt great things for God , and yet their 

work miſcarry. 

Secondly , that theugh their wark come to nothing , yet 
themſelves ſhall be highly magnified with the Lord, 

I could eaſily give abundant teſtimonies and in- x.Branch; 
ſtances of ſuch whom God hath raiſed up with extra- The en- 
ordinary ſpirits, menthat wee might think had-been fit 2129. 
to carry the world before them who have effeRed little Rruments 
ornothing : Elzas for one, aman (as it were ) made of 72y come 
fire, who at one time called a Parliament of the King, thing, 
and all the Heads of Iſrael together , convinced them of 
their halting berween God and Baal , and wrought ſo at 2 King. 12 
the preſent, that all the people cryed out the Lord is ©? 

God, and ſeemed to have their he.1rts brought back again 
tothe Lord their God; and likewiſe that eight hundred 
Idolatrous Prieſts and falſe Prophets were put to the 
word , yet the very next day , he was faineto run away 
toſave his life , undertaking a journey of forty dayes to 
keepe himſelfe from the fury of Tezabel. Ieremy was 
another rare man, one of the moſt zealous Inſtruments 
B 3 that 
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that ever God employed ; inſomuch that he ſai.! of him- 
Jer.15.19. ſafe that he was a man of contention to all the earth, a:id 
Gods word was in hum like fire in his bones which hee 
could not keep in, yerthis man in his almoſt forty years 
p:caching , could neither prevaile with King nor Prin- 
ces, Prophets. Prieſts, nor prople , all grew wor{e and 
worle, and lim'clic inthe cad was carried away by a re- 
bellions company into that accuried land ol Egypt, and 
there dicd. 
er this Andit hath beene often obicrved, that the Lord hath 
purpoſe, ſcene it fit for reaſons beſt knowne to hiwſelte , to let a- 
fxi-23- bundance o' the Worthies whom he hath employed even 
52, (fo far as men could judge) to periſh in the worke he hath 
Hzb 11. fetthem abour. 
37-30 Bur ſecondly , what ever their ſuccefle hath beene a- 
_ moneſt men, they have been never a whit lefie regarded , 
Yer them- Or 'ewarded by the Lord ; for this the Scripture is plaine, 
ſelv.s Eſiy 49.5. There the Prophet in Chriſts name, and 
-., in his owne name, and inthe name of zjl Gods inftru- 


Jer.20g9. 


mX\n. 


andre- Ments, concludes, That though they ſpend thrir ſtrength for 


wacded by nenght , indinwaine ;, yet ſurely therr worke ts with the 
os 


Lord. and thoagh the prople be not githered yet they ſhall be 
£/0110u5 in the eyes of tbe Lord , anatheir God w.il bee their 
firength. And Paulſaih, 2 Cer.2.15. Weare 4 ſweet [4- 
wour to Godin them this periſh , as well as nthim that are 
ſaved. 

And there's plaine reaſon for it, becauſe ſincere endea- 
yours to doe Gods ſervice 1s our whole worke, but the 
{ucceſle of theſe endeavours is Gods worke. Now the 
Lo:d hathtied hiwſclte in his covenant tro reward every 
man according ro his 2whRe wo ke, and nor according ta 
the worke of anothec : God neyer requized at the hands 
of 


before the Communs Houſe of Parl ament. 
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I. of any Miniſter to ſave ſfoules , orarthe hand of any 


Magiſtcate ro preſerve,a Nation, of any husbandman to 
produce a crop out of the ground , &c. this belongs on- 
ly to himlclte ; he only requires ar their hands to be 
his ſervants, to obey his will; wherein it they be fairhfull, 


they ſhill not miſle of their reward. God compares = 49. 
Kings and Princes , and other of his ſervants , to nurfing .TH4e.2.7 


fathers , and nurſing mothers : Now youthar are perſons 
of quality , if you put forth a childe to nurſe, and can 
h:ve perfe&t i1'ormation that the nurſe loves, attends, 
. ſuckles your childe,and performes all the duties belonging 
to a nurſing mother , this nurſe, I ſay, is by you eſteemed 
and rewarded , whether the childe live or die: yea it 
may be the more when the childe dies, becauſc you ſee 
her aMiicted in loſing your childe which ſhe would gladly 
have enjoyed. 


I doe but name this, you are wiſe to apply it to your Applicari- 


ſelves, you ( Right honourzble and beloved ) are em- 


ployed in great fervices , God hath raiſed you up to mear, 


attempt glorious things for his name, for the purging 
of his houſe , and the eſtabliſhing of this great people - 
inthe peace of the Goſpel: how farre God will uſe any 
of you, I cannot tell , and how farre this unworthy 
Nation will acknowledge your indefatigable paines, 'I 
' cannot tell ; as yer you havethe prayers and bl-fſings 
of all ſorts of people, high and low , rich and poore, 
that wiſh well to Sion, But however goe on, yee Wor- 
thtes of the Lord , with fiacere hearts to doe what God 
requires at vour hands ; and whether this Nation be 
gathered or not , you ſhall be glorious in the eyes of 
God, axd the Lord w.llbe your flrength. Toſiah you ſec 
had the greateſt commendation of all others , notwith- 

; ſtanding 
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ſtanding the Lord turned not from his fierce wrath: | 
and this is all I have toſay from the connexion of the 
words, that God magnificd 944 , though his work 
cameto nothing. 

Now let us conſider them in themſelves, where 1 
ſhall not need before ſo grave and mielligent Aﬀem- 
bly, to waſtethe time in analyſing or giving the gram- 
maticall interpretation of ſo plaine and eafie a Text, 
] ſhall only rake up three dotinall obſervations (which 

ou will ſeeto lie clearly in the words ) and handle 
them as the Lord ſhall pleaſe to enable me , and the 
time permit ; whereof the firſt is: 

DoB. 1. That Gods wrath is «moſt fearfull and dreadfull thing 
whe 1t 15 once throughty kmaled: 

Do8.:. The ſecond and maine do&trine is , That the ſins of « 
Church and people may come #0 that hetght, and Geds 
wrath may be kinaled to that heat, notwithſt-nding 

| the.r reformation , God will inexorably goe onto 4 deſola- 

| ton, Notwithſtanding all that 7oab did , the Lord 
turned not from his fierce wrath. 

Dot.z. Thethird is , this being done for Manaſſehs proyo- 
cations, I obſerve, Thas the ſins of one generation 'may be 
the eround and cauſe of the deftruttion and ruine of the 

| ſuccieding generation. The abominarions that Maraſſes 

| committed and commanded in his time , were the 
cauſe why God was unappeaſably bent to the deſtruRi- 

Fi Do. 0N of the generation that lived after him. 

Etrine I begin with the, fivſt , That the wrath of God . when it 

go . is greatly kindled , /ts exire 1me fierce.or itis 2 moſt dre2d- 

| the wrath full thing to bee under Gods wrath when it 1s once 
| of God is kindled, Mark how the words here are eg'd , how 
exc; wonderfully emphaticall , how dreadtully expagien 
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God turned not from the fierceneſſe of his great wrath, 
wherewith his aager was kixdled. David faith, if his Pal. z. 
wrath be kindled bur 4 {:ttle, bleſſed are they that truſt 
in him, implying their miſery that be under it ; but 
when there is the fierceneſſe of his great wrath, they are 
miſerable z7-:«2ed who are under that. 

lu clearing of this, I ſhall firſt briefly diſcuſle two or exptintc, 
three queſtions, and then endeavour (as the Lord ſhall 
help me ) to ſet it home to you in an application. 

what the wrath of Gad is ? what is the wrath of God, -_ th 
of which the Scripture ſpeaks ſooften, and ſuch dread- »:3< 
y tull chings? God is. 
. lo men we uſe to ſay, that aager gr wrath is pertur- 1,7, 
' batio concitati animi, the perturbation of a troubled 
4 


ſpirit; but in God it is trenquils conftitutro juſts ſup- 
plictt, a calme and quiet appointment of juſt puniſh- 
ment, Plaicly, wrath or anger in God is never attri- 
butcd to him, in regard of any troubleſome paſ5:0%, or 
affeon ; but only in reſpe&of the effe#. I ſay, that 
wrath or anger is attribured to God, not ſecand,m per- 
turbationts ofeurs, but ſecundum uliionts effetum, In a 
word then, Gods wrath is nothing bur his revenging 
juſtice z which juſtice of God, as ir ſzmply burnes againit 
ſione,the Scripture calls his a»ger : when irdoth more 
fiercely excandeſcere, or ſparkle our, it is called his wrath: 
t the ſame j#uſt:ce, when ir pronouncerh ſentence, is called 
k his judgement , when it is brought intoexecutzon, it is 
e } called his vengeance: fo that wrath, auger, judgement, 
y and vengeance in God are all oxe: Gods wrath is his 
| revenging juſtice, and when 1 fay, his wrath ( when 
d greatly kindled ) is exceeding fierce, | meane it 
5 a dreadfull, horrid, and fearefull thing to fall 
C under 
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Os * undcr the dint of Gods revenging juſtice. 
6:4+1ct) How maythe fierceneſſe of Gods wrath appeare ? 


Sefz,, Tanfwerbriefly, ir is impoſſible for any tongue to 


— — — w—_ 


6.79 ſet ir forth. Aofes tells us, 70 man knowes the power of 
The 6:1: Gods wrath ; God is not eaſily provoked, hee is (ly 


neſſeof i: tO wrath : his wrath is as a great Bell long raiſing, but 
-r07 WHEN it is ONCc vp, Makes ſuch a dreadfull ſound, as no 
vcr» cou» LOrgUue can expreſſe, Many a poore ſoule feeles a 
ya 025, great deale Of it, whole Nations have laine under it; 
but never was any creature able to ſay what the power 
of Gods fierce wrath is. But if you will give your re- 
verent attention one quarter of an houre, I ſhall ( God 
willing ) out of the holy Scriptures open ſomething, 
which nity in ſome degree make you conceive, hov 
fearfull the wrath of God is, when it is once krndled, 
And doe not think that I ſhall ſpeak of what concerns 
ſtrangers, and not your ſelves z for I greatly feare, that 
before we part it will be too evident, thar this fierce 
wrath is kindled againſt ſome of our owne ſoules who- 
are here preſent. Indeed your calling and meeting 
this day for humiliation, faſting, and prayer ſeemes to 
tell all the world, that you belecve that Gods wrath is 
kindledz and therefore being kinlled, ir is fit you 

ſhould know what kiade of flame it is; 
Firſt, Conſider by what dreadtull compariſons the 
holy Ghoſt uſeth to ſet out the fierceneſſe of Gods 
Ancs3-4 wrath, Asthe roaring $« Lyon: the Lyon hath roared, 
2c... WO willnottremble? the Lord hath uttered his voice, 
"3. who willnot fear? To a terrible eartb-quake,that makes 
the foundation of the hills ro quake and tremble, But 
moſt uſuzlly ir is ſet ou: by deveuring fire, the moſt 


terrible of all rhe creatures which Gods hand hath 
made; 


XUM 
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made+and mark what 4:4 of fire it is: Sometimes it is 
compared to >ſhower of fire; God raines downeupon 
the wicked fire aud brim one and horrible tempe#t : rain- 
ir.g downe of ſnares, and fre, and brimſtone, is a horr:- 
ble tempeft indeed. If any morrall man had Rood with 
A6raham, and ſeeve the Lord raining downe flakes of 
fire and brimſtone upon Sodom and Gomorrba, hee would 
have thought it an horridle tempeſt. Yea ir is com- 

ared tOa late or r:ter of fire, Eſat.z0. ult, The breath 
of the Lord (ſpeaking of Tophet) like a r7ver of fire 
and trimitone kindles it, [maginethe anger of the Lord 
thus ſerout, as if from Gods z0#tr:ls, and out of bis 
mouth (hould come huge /ates or fleods of fire and brim- 
ſtone, ſtreaming out upon the people with whom hee 
isangry : What dreadfull things are theſe > Yet fur- 
ther, Gods wrath is ſet out to bee ſuch a fire as is alto- 
gcther zrreſr #:ble; ſo that the poore creatures on whom 
it falls, cannot poſſibly ſtand before it : and therefore 
uſually wken God is ſaid to ariſe in wrath and fury, the 
people, that bee the veſſels of this wrath,are ſaid to bee 
wax, and ſtraw, andſtutble, dr leaves, and rotten hedges; 
and what are theſe to ſtand before huge ſtormes and 
floods,lakes of fire and brimſtone ? 

And as it is zrreſ#st1Lle, fo it is tmtolerable; which is 
uſually ſet out by weeprag and wailing, and gnaſhing of 
teeth. 

And laſtly, Such a fire, wheg once throughly kind- 
led, can never be quenched, T here bed two expreſſions 


(among many others) in xhe Scripture, which bee very 
dreadfull, to this purpoſe: Ihe one 1s Deater, 32, 26, 
Where tke Lord ſaithythat a fi7e & &:ndled in bis anger ; 
and mark what a fire it is, it ſhall burne to the lowe hell, 
C'2 and 
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Tie fiecce and ſhall conſume the earth with her encreaſe , and ſet on 
neſs of | fire the foundations of the Mountaines.Such a fire as when 


Goſs » a 


2 
Byr' c ef- 


tects o! it, 


once kindled burnes up Mountaines, earth , and world, 
and all, and never reſts till it abide in bell, wherc there 
is ro bottome, and there ic burnes for ever. The other 
is in Nahbum 1, where Gods fury and fierce anger 1s 
compared to fire which throwes down rocks , licks up the 
ſea, burnes up the forreſts, mel1s and burnes the earth and 
world, and all that dwells therein, Cerrainly, that muſt 
needs be a dreadfull and horrid thing which the Spiric 
of God thus deſcribes. 

Secondly,Conſider fome of the effeFs of Gods wre:b, 
and theu you will conceive in ſoine meaſure whar it is. 
The throwing of many millions of Angels out of hea- 
ven into the loweſt hell , was nothing bur the effetof 
Gods wrath, Fhe opening the flood-gate of all fin and 
miſery upon all mankind, was nothing but an eff-& of 
Gods wrath, The deluge that over-whelmed all the 
world, all the plagues of Egypi, burning of Sodom, the 
earths opening and ſwallowing up Korah and his com- 
pany, all the famine, peſtilence, blood , that ever the 
world lay under,are but ſo many eff:Qts of Gods wrath, 
Nay, the dreadfull appearance at the laſt day, when the 
Potentates and Princes of the world will bee humble 
Suiters tothe hills and mountaines to fall on them will 
bee nothing bur an eft:& of the Lords comming in 
wrath, to render vengeance to his enemies, Yea, to be 


thrown to all eternity into the pit of hell , into utter. 


darkneſfe , into the fire that never is quenched, and a- 
mong wormes that ſhall never ceaſe gnawing, all theſe 
are nething butte be under the wrath of God, But above 
all theſe, and if ten thouſand more coull bee named; 


that 
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that oneeffeR of it, ia the Lords powring out his viall 7% face: 

of his revengiog juſtice upon the body and ſoule of our 7 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour leſus Chriit, is moſt able to in 

forme us, how great and fercethe wrath of Godis : that 
when he had but one Sox who was his felow (as the Pro- 
phet ſaich, Awake fword, and ſmite the man that is my fel- 240,19. 
low) yet this revenging juſtice being powred out upon 

him, made him (#ho in his perſon was no other than 

God himſelf, yet in his humane nature)when this Cup 

was put into his hand , yea the very firſt :afte of it , made 

him {ſweat drops of blood trickling down to the ground, in a Luk,us.4y 

cold winters night; and when he had drunk itoff , it 
made him cry our in the anguiſh of his ſoule, My God, 
My Ged, why baſt thou forſaken me ? Theſe effets may 
helpe us to conceive what a dreadfull thing it is to wre- 
file with the wrath of God. 

Burt tbirdly, Were I able to open the thing it ſelfe, 
2nd let you ſce it inthe cauſes, you would inſtantly con- 
clude, that it is beyond all apprehenſion. Conceive it 
thus, The revenging juſtice of God is Gods oppo/ing bhim- 
ſelfe againit the creature , When God takes his crea- 
ture into his hand, and by his almighty power upholds | 
the being of it, that it may feele what the Lord Jeho- 4 
' ah candoe upon it, andagainſt it. Thisn" living crea- | 

ture can conceive, When God hath only hid him- 
felſe from his deareſt friends , this very hiding of him- 
ſelfe hath been ſo dreadfull,that it hath made them goe 
roaring all the day long , fired u» their moift ure, mae 
their loves wncomfortable , and a burden to themſelves, 
turned all other comforts into gall and worm-wood, 
Now if onely an Eclipſe of his loving countenance bee 
thus 12tolerable, what is it for God to (all upon a cre2- 
G1 ture 
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The firct= tureas his enimy ? When a poore worme mult not on- 
vy* ® ly ſtandunder theweight ofa huge rock falling upon it, 
— but of analmighty God. You that have large thoughts 
may now calily conceive what a fearcfull thing the 
wrath of God is, 
Puef 3, The third Queſtion is; Againit whom is this wrath 
12," of Godthus kindled > 
jets of I Anſwer Firſt, Gods wrath may be kindled mlaly 
t's wal and gertly againſt his owne deare chilaren, when they 
4:17, Wwalke not faithfully in his Covenant, when they Jay 
aſide their filiall obedience , when they give occaſion 
Dei-4.*- to his enimics to blaſpheme. his Naine : though hee 
53-7 will not ſbffer all his indignation to ariſe, yet his fa 
Pla.g,3+ therly diſpleaſure may bee kindled againſt them. And 
even this fatberly wrath, this gentle wrath, ( if it bee 
not a contradiction to call it ſo) theſe ſmall drops of 
his diſpleaſure, are more unſupportable to them than 
all the miſeries of the world : Yea, they could more 
willingly ſubmit to the rorments in hell (provided 
that Gods countenarce did but ſhice upon them) than 
to undergoe that which this wrath of God ſometimes 
diſtills upon them : And yet all this while wee may tru- 
ly ſay of them. they are children «der wrath , but not 
the children of wrath z not the people of his wrath, not 
the veſſcls of his wrath. 

But it you will know, Secondly, What are the peo- 
ple againſt whom God hath indignation for ever; the 
Ecripture tells it you in this expreſſion ordinarily, they 
are the children of Beltal, fo they are uſually called in 
the Oid Teſtament ; that is, ſuch as will not beare 
Gods yoke , maſter-leſle children, yoke-leſle children : 

Col.3-6, And inthe New Teſtament, they are called ch:ldren of 
diſobedience, 
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wrath of God commeth on the children of diſobedience, 
Now who theſe children of Belial,and of drſobedience 
are, I mult a little explaine to you, and then the Ap- 
plication will bee eaſie, 1 ſay therefore that theſe chil- 
dren that will not carry the yoke, are, Firſt, all untelee- 
vers, I doe not megne Negative unbeleevers, that is, 
thoſe that doe not beleeve in Chriſt, becauſe they never 
heard of him, but Poſitive unbeleevers, who bave had 
the glorious hight of the Goſpel ſhining to them, to 
whom the Lord Teſw hath been freely offered,as a Savi- 
ourto deliver them from wrath to come zand yer they 
reſule to: come in, and 10 accept of him, 4s = offers, 
himſelfetn his Goſpel ;becauſe they doe not like to take 
himupon ſuch hard termes:; you may be ſure the wrath 
of God reſts upon theſe men. Turne bur to /obz ;, «lt, 
Hee that beleeves in Chrit ſhall be faved , hce that be- 
Jeeves not is a damned man: and how ? the wrath of God 
abides on him, Mark that expreſſion, abides on htm : The 
wrath of God takes up,as it were, his habrration in an 
unbeleever. So that what Gods grace {ometimes ſaid 
of Sulomons Temple, Here will I dwell for I have a delight 
mit: So the wrath of God ſecmes to ſay of an unbe- 
leever, Here / will dwell, here 1 will abide for ever. 
; Secondly, The children of diſobedicnce and ſonnes 
of Belal, areſuch, whele lives and converſations are 
contrary to the rules of the Goſpel; who as they will 
nottake Ch17ft tobe their porr7oz by faith, fo they will 
not take Chriſts »ord in the Coſpel tobe their gura- 
but they will live indeed without all yoke, doing what 
1s good in their owne eyes; theſe are the ſonnes of Be- 
lial, You may ſee a notable deſcription of them inthe 
propheſie of Zacharre, ch.7.v.$. where the wilfull dif- 
oocdierce, 
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obedience, obſtinate ſtubbornneſle and intraQableneſſe 
is expreſſed by divers ſimilitedes,all tending cothe lame 
purpoſe.Tk ey refuſe to hearken,ſtop therr eares, as nOt wil. 
ling ro hearGods counſel, they pull d away the ſhoulder, 
as anOxe or Bullock that ſhrioks back from the yoak,or 
as One that ſhould carry a burthen, pulls away his ſhoul. 
der,when he ſhould rake ir,and lets ic fall: ſo theſe deale 
with the eafie yoak,and the light burthen of Gods com- 
mandements, Y ea, they make their hearts as an Adamant 
Stone; there is in thema ſtiffe and wilfull reſolution to 
{1n,whereby cheir hearts are as intratable to any good- 
neſle, as the hardeſt ſort of tones, Flints, ox Diamonds 
are tobe wrought by the toole inco any faſhion we de- 
fire : when yoa have ſaid all you can againſttheirwan- 
tonneſle,uncleanneſle,prophanneſs, pride,covetouſneſs, 
&c. you prevaile no more than when an hammer ſtrikes 
upon ar anvile : Their hearts can caſilyrejeR all  yee 
cannot bear a ſplinter off trom them : then icmmediate- 
ly it followes in the next verſe, T berefore there cames 


great wrath from the Lord of Hoſtes, Theſe are the ſons 


of Belial, theſe are the veſſels of Gods wrath, 

Now to apply thisto our ſelves, it might firſt teach 
all who are reconciled ro God by Chriſt, what infinite 
cauſe they have - every day of their life, to bleſle that 
grace of God, which hath not «ppozated them unto 
wrath, but by the blood of his own ſonne, bath deli- 
vered them from math tocome, and provided for them 
everlaſting glory and happineſle. 

Secondly , it may likewiſe teach all that feare God 
never to envie the proſperous eſtate of any child of 


emvicthe peſ;a/, though waters of a full, cup be wrung our for 


them, though y ſwim in wealch and honour , and 
d 


pomp in this world, and have all their hearts can ey 
ire, 
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ſire, and in the meane time accounr it their glory that 7%! ferce- 
neſſe of 


they carry not the Lords yoak, never exvze thezr lot ; If 53, writh 


any here knew of balt a ſcore good fellowes ſet ata ban ' 
quet of wine, furniſhed with all the helps of mirth and 
jollity , if hee knew withall, that the ſhot tobe payd 
for it, muſt be every mans heart 5/ood, he would be loath 
to be one of the pack with them, I confeſle it is hard 
not tO be troubled at the proſperiry of wicked men : 


even Davidand Teremy found ita hard thing not to envie p3l.;z.;. 


their proſperity, Bur ſtay till the ſhot be payd, enquire !<r 121. 
how able they will be to undergoe the wrath of God, 
cnter into the San#uary, underſtand their end, and thy 
envie will bee at anend, but theſe I intended not to 
inſiſtupon. 

There is one only proper uſe for the preſent occaſt- * 3 
on and that is this; you are met this day together to !9 hel» 


orward 


Faſt and P ray and mourne before the Lord. and (as For rep: tn 


touched before) hereby you acknowledge that the wrath cance, 
of God is kindled, and that your ſclves are called to 
take a courſe to tura away Gods wrath : and I veril 
believe this is the very end you aymed. at, in calling 
us the unworthy Miniſters of Chriſt to your help this: 
day , that wee might bee aſſiſtant to you in wharever 
might turn away the wrathot God from you. Now two 
things were at large preſſed upon you in_the morning, 
as well befitting the work of this day. The one was to 
rent, and break,and teare every one of your hearts in the 
ſenſe of your ſ#ns, kindly and throughly to bumble you 
inthe ſight of God. The other ws to provoke you to a 


ſirong reſolution toleave the waies Of (in in time tocome, 


La which two things, þum:lration and Keformation,(tancs 
the very life of unfained repentance, ard the ſpiricuall 
part of a Religious Faſt; without which all our ab- 

BE... ſtinence 
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Tie fie:ce ſtinence and ſackcloth, and bodily exerciſes in watch- 
=», 108, bearing, &c. are meere abominations in the ſight 
— of God. 1 rejoyce that you had theſe things ſet fo 
home inthe morning, fome of my work being thereby 
In hum:li. ſpared. Bur the bringing this teflon home, if God fer 
-ron for jt Qn tO your hearts, may help to faſten the counſell 
——_ given you in the morning, 4s 4 nayle in 4 ſure place, 
1:1. 1 ſhall endeavourto further your humiliation and re- 
formation from the medirarion of the feartulneſſe and 
dreadfulreſſe of the wrath of God. 

I muſt therefore entreat you all, (Honourable and 
beloved) lince you have vouchſated to call for the la- 
bour of a poor manto help you, let mee be as free with 
you,as if you were ſo mary meane people : my duty this 

ler131$ day is to doe that which ſeremy did: Godcalls him in 
a mourning time, and ſaith, goe to the King and ©wuecen, 

and ſay come yee down, fit in the duſt, humble your ſelves : 

So I fayto you, comedown, forget that any of you 

are Earles or Lords, Knights, or Gentlemen, lay for a 

while theſe thoughts aſide; and give mee leave to ask 

you two or three Queſtions,and be o faithtull ro your 

own ſoules as to. think how you can anſwer them be- 

fore the Lord. Are yee not children of Belial? (that is 

the very thing which you muſt anſwer in your own 

q boſome) zhat wx, are there not amongſt you ſuch as. 
refuſe to carry the yoat of Chriſt ? who will not take 

Chriſt to be your Saviour as he offers himſelfe to you 

in his Goſpel * you will have him upon other termes 

than to make im your King, Prophet, and Prieſt , you 

would have him to deliver you from hell, but hee ſhall 

not bee your Lord ,fo, as for you to reſizne up your 

ſelves to him, as adutifull wife reſignes up her ſelfe to- 

her husband, And for your.converſations , you will ap 

| x woat: 
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what is good in your own fight if you have a minde The force- 


to ſweare you will fweare ,' you will lie, bee uncleane, 
diſlemble, theſe things pleaſe you well and you will doe 
them.Now hear what I ſay what thy outward quality or 
condition is I know not:but this I know, perſons of your 
quality do not uſe much tobe ſcared ; men are affraid to 
ſpeak any thing that may make you tremble : but you 
muſt be ſcared,orwe ſhall doe no good toyou. Y ou are 
now called to have your hearts rent, I bave thatto ſay, 
might rent the very cawle of your heart, eventhes, oh 
thou miſerable and wretched worme ! great is the wrath 
of God that is kindled againſt thee, This terrible Lyox 
roares againſtthee, a dreadtull fire is kindled, a horrible 
tempeſt is ready ro fall upon thy head , ſhowers and 
floods of fire and brimſtone are even ready to be powred 
out upon thee : how art thou able to /zve with everlaſting 
burnings ? how wilt thou awell with devouring - ? Thou 
that art crufhed before a moth, how can thy beart endure, 
or thy hands be ſtrong in the day that God ſhall deale with 
thee? Thou that darſt notthink of lying oze day upon 
a wrack, that canſt not endure for two or thrze dayes to 
be wrung with the cholick, that art not able to beare the 
thoughts of lying under the tearing of a ©4artane 
Ague from AMrchaelmas to Eaſter, how wilt thou bee 
able to ſtand under the fall of ſuch a huge rock as the 
wrath of the Almighty God > which every moment is 
ready to break downe upon thee, How wilt;thou doe 
when theſe rivers of fire and brimſtone ſhall be powred 
out upon thee ? and thou no more able to ſtand be- 
fore them, than a few dry leaves are able to reſiſt the 
buge breaking in of many waters > Oh beloved , would 
with due care apply theſe things to your own 
earts, and preſent them to yu ſouls as things preſent, 
2 . 
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Tiefiece how would they bring down the moſt ſtubborn ſpirit ! 
©. bow would they help to break the hardeſt of your hearts 
before the Lord ! 

But there are two things which keep moſt people 
How this fFrombeing affeRed with them. The firſt is, Theſe chings 
may bce ,are looked uponas things farre off : Now it is a rule 10 
Foo JPpticks, Thar things farre offi though they be mar wellous 

.great,yet ſeeme very little: Starre that is bigger than all 
the earth, ſeemes nobigger than a candle being many 
wes diſtant from us, So while men look at the wrath 
-2«&.;,, 0.God,as theydid atthe Prophets Viſion, The Y :/10z 
27s that he ſees is for many dayes to come, and he propheſies of 
the times that are farre off : And put the evill day from 
them : All theſe threatnings are but light matters, Se- 
condly,it fares with moſt men in this point,as with ſome 
men that have ſhrewiſh wives z though their bufmeſle 
lie with doors, yet they bave no heart to be there 
for feare of chiding : Sothoughithethe moſt neceſla- 
ry work to think of theſe things; yet becauſertheir 
unquiet conſciences upon the leaſt ſerious meglitation, 
are ready to gnaw and teare them, and make them ſleep 
uncomfortably, they labour to drive off the thought of 
this thing as farre as they can, and will not think of 
Gods wrath dueto finne, trom yeers end to yeeresend, 
Vherecas if men would ring, it in 7em preſentem, and 
keep their eyes open to behold it,as a thing which «x4- 
voydably will come upon them, how admirably would it 
work upon mens hearts ! 

Tothisend, let me tell you a ſtory which I have of- 
ten read to this purpeſe, Iris reported of a certaine 
Chri#tiax King of Hungary, who being on a time mar- 
vcllous ſad and heavie, his brother that was a reſolute 
Courtier would needs know what he ailed; Oh brother, 

rl # (faith 


— — — on — — © — —— 
R M0 _ __ CEE ——- CT ———— ———— 


before the Commons Houſp of Parliament. 


_  — = 
— —— ——— 


(faich he,) 1 have been a oreat inner 2painſt God, and The fore. 


I know cot how I ſhall appeare before him, when he: 
comes to judgment : T hcſeare(ſaidhis brother) melan- 

choly thoughts , and makes a toy of them, as Gallants 

ule rodoe ; The Krzg replyes nothing for the preſent ; 

but the cu#fomeof that Countrey was, that if the Exe- 

cutioner of juſtice came and founded a Trumpec before, 
any mans doore , the man was preſently to be led to ex- 

ecution: the King in the dead time of the night ſends. 
his Deaths-man,and cauſeth him to ſound his Trumper 
before his brothers doore, who hearing and ſeeing the 
meſſenger 'of death, ſprings in pale and tremblizg into 
his brothers preſence,and beſeechesthe King to let him 
krow wherein bee had offended. O Brother , replyes 
the King ,thou haſt loved me, and never offcnded me, 
and is the fight of my Executioner fo dreadfull to thees 
ard ſhall nor I, fo great a ſinner, feare to de brought to 
ju/gment beſore Jeſus Chriſt ? If we would thus ſup- 
pole with Hrierom,that we heard this Irumpet ſounding, 
Ariſe ye dead, an4 come to judgment, it would work to the 
purpoſe, O ſer your ſelves therefore in Gods pre- 
ſerce, and behold the Lord ſhaking his lap, (as Nebe- 


eſe: of 


miah when hee ſhook bis lap, and ſaid, ſo God ſhake Nch.5.15 


out every man from his houſe :) T hus will I (hake in- 
to cternall deſtrution all rhe children of Belcal, and 
then evidence-be brought in againſt thee, (how great 
ſoever thou art amongſt men ) that thou haſt a huge 
pile of fin heaped up againſt God, and ſtill haſt gone on 
to adde drunkenneſfſe to thirſt , oppoſing God , his. 
wayes, and his cauſe , refuſing grace offered freely . not 
willing.to be at peace with God , while thou baſt any 
meanes to fight againſt him : when all theſe things. 


ſhallbe laid openbefore thee, and '(as thy iuſt reward) 
=D God. 
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1hefrce- Cod ſtrike theea full blow, and finke thee to the bot- 


—— 4, tome of hell, where thou ſhalt wiſh that thou hadſt 
been a toad, or (as one in ceſperation ſometimes 
wiſhed) that thou mightſt live there a thouſand yeers, 
ſo chou mightſt have any hope in the end, that the 
wrath of God might ceaſe towards thee. Would nor 
theſe things then work upon thee ? Couldit thou then 
paſſe ſuch a day as this , without trembling > Couldſt 
thou be before the Lo1d , and not have thy heart rent 
and torn ? Be perſwaded therefore once more to bring 
ic home to thy own ſoule, and ſay, as he ſaid of his 
green fig, this grew in Carthage yeſterday : This wrath, 
this ſea of miſery may break in uponme the next mo- 
2.13 arts. Ment: I am yet joviall and merry, tur Gods venge- 
cedentem ance with woollen feet follows me cloſe at the back, 
ery -nd will overtake me; if I cannot mourn at the hea- 
vede para Ting Of wrath , 1 muſt burn at the feeling of it. The 
claude, good Lord melt our hearts with the teare of theſe 
Horac©- things, leſt we be ſwallowed up in them, 

2 And then for the ſecond part , for your Reformation, 
For Re- would the Lord makethisday , a day of Reformation to 
formatioÞ: this honourable Aſſembly, what glorious things would 
|  bedonebyyou! Now what more effeuall motive, what 
M-airi'- Furies whip would more reſtraine from the praQtiſe 
wrath baw of fin, Or moredrive to (eck a ſhelter under the wing of 
* 3) Chrift,andtoget into the ſafe condition of the ſervants 
{of God, than'the beholding of this devouring fire, 
Eſay 33- theſe everlaſting burnings, which ſinfull men will never 
ot be able to abide > I know ſuch is the depravation of 

mans nature, that if there were any poſſibiliry of 
avoiding Gods wrath without leaving their finnes , 
many men would reſolve with that wicked Cardinall 


not to leave their part in Parris, for their part in Paradiſe: . 
dence: | wW 


_ 
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who profefled, that if this life of going from whore- 
houſe to whore-houſe might laſt ever, bee would not 
envie any mans going to heaven. But this will nor laſt, 
There 1s great wrath prepared for the workers of ini- 
qu1iy, And therefore my humble requeſt is, that if any 
of you finde your hearts unwilling to ſubmit to thar 
godly counſell,given you in the morning, of turning to 
God,doe but think what your finnes,wbich you prize ſo 
much, will coſt you. They fay the Pope hath a book 
called Taxa camere Apoſiolice, wherein men may know 
the rate of any ſinne ; upon what termes a man may 
keep a whore,be a Sodomite, or murder his Father,&c. 
But here is a rate-book, where any of you may. know 
what a beloved finne will coſt you; not a farthing token 


leſle , than to lie under the devouring fire of Gods 


wrath tO all eternity. Porters willtry chceirburthens up- 
on their ſhoulders before they engage themſelves to 
carry it, doe thou ſo. It is reported of Maſter B:/- 
zey when he thought he ſhould be burnt, he would pur 
his finger into the candle to ſee how he couldendure 
burning, doe thou often fo ; goe often alone and (ay, 
here is a fiane marvellous pleaſant, ſuch a ſinne gaines 
me thus much every yeere, bur there is wrath to come: 


£5 


And with that noble man (which Luther ſpeaks of ) The fre” | 
i:e1j- 0 


Gods wrath 


And therefore as Ftihu ſaid to 106, Becauſe there is lob36.19, 


wrath , beware leſt he take thee away with his ftroak', a 
great ranſome cannot delryer thee, bee will xot efleeme 
thy riches, no not gold , nor all the forces of ftrength, 


4 


Fourthly and laſtly, there is one uſe peculiar to you To the 


that be our Noble Sexntors, the Lords and Commons ga- 
thered in -Parliament: wee know your care is for our 


Pariija- 
ment, © 
make ir 


200d, but this I humbly propound to you., you will ""<irgrear 


Care to pas: 


NEVET cj6+ ir, 
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ao - ſeres- never doe us good, if Gods wrath bee not taken away 

God:/a:þ FFOM US : were you ſo many Gamaliels, ſo many Hemans, 

_ ſo many Solomons , ſo many Anzels gathered rogether, 
and all of one heart to ſtudy Englands good ; you 
can doe England no good, if Gods wrath, which is 
kindled againſt ir, be not pacified. And therefore ler 
your great ſtudy bee both ro finde out what hath kind- 
ted Gods wrath againſtus, and what may remove it 
from us: of which 1 ſhall beeable to give you further 
knowledge in the next and maine leflon to which now 
I paſle,vsz, 

Dof.z; Thartheſins of apeople may come to that paſſe, and Gods 
In relor- mr ath may bee kindled to that beigth , that notwithſtand. 
God may 1188 their reformation, God will goe on to a deſolation, 
goe on 10. In handling whercof I ſhall (the Lord helping mee ) 
«020! diſcuſle theſe three things. Firſt, I ſhall open the 

thing in Theſ/, clear the corclufion , and ſee if Ican 
make you underſtand it. Secondly, enquire 72 hypotheſ;, 
whether it concerre $5 Or not z whether our Nation, 
Church, or State, may bee thonght to be in any 
danger of it, And thirdly, I (hall endeavour to make 
ſome uſes which may bee fitting for ſuch an Aſſembly 
as this 15. 

For clearing the concluſion, I ſhall endeavour theſe 
three things. Firſt, I will demonſtrate the truth of ir. 
Secondly , I will enquire whether the ſignes of ir may 
be known, and how farre they may be known : Whether 
the Lord bath lefrany foot-ſteps or rules for us to pro- 
2noſticate by,and ſo.to judge when a people is cometo 
that paſſe: And if fo,then, Thirdly, what thoſe tokens 
are: And ſhall endeavour to fpcak plainly and frecly of 
them all, 


For 


——_—— 
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For the truth of it, were there no other Inſtance to ow ”4 
: 1 


be found in any other ſtory,but this in my Text, it were 7,,,,;u.. 


ſufficient ro prove that ſuch a thing may bee. That 


which hath been already , may bee fo againe, 7oſiah, Proved by 


we ſee, wrought ſuch a Reformation,that the whole King. 
dome did; all bw dayes, follow the Lord; and notwith it and- 
ing all this, God turned not from his fierce wrath , but went 
on to deſtroy rhem.The Lord threatens clſe-where that 
he would doe it, Zeph.2.1,2, Gather your ſelves together 
tefore the decree bring forth , before the day piſſe as the 
chaffe, before the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you : Ag 
if he ſhould have ſaid, T he decree is not yet come forth ; 
but if once it bring forth, it will be too /ate for you to 
ſeek for mercy. 1 herebe other examples (though not 


Scripture, 


2Chr0.34 


ſo full as this) ſuficient to prove this truth: As Nexe- * 


veb for one : The Lord ſent the Prophet 7oxah to 
' preach repentance or deftruftion to them and you know 
itis ſaid, The King laid aſide his Crown, and called 
them all ro repentarice ; and repent they did ; and God 


ſaw their works, and fot a while forbore that City ; and tonah . 


yer the judgement of moſt Interpreters is, that within 
tourty years after, the City was deſtroyed, even in che 
Tame age wherein the Reformation was made. 

\ That Inftance of the ewes is moſt remarkable,in our 
Saviour Chrifts time: Tohz Bapti# camebefore him,and 
turned the hearts of the parents to the children, and the chil. 
dren to the parents ;” made ready @ people prepared for the 
Lord, there went out to him [eruſalem and all /udea, and 
all the reg10n about lordan, and were baptized of him, con- 
feſſing thei ſins, And Chriſt had ſo many followers, 
that the Scribes and Phariſees ſaid , all the world went 
after him , that is, the body of their Nation. And the A- 


poſtles converted ſo many, we they ſaid to Paul, that Aru 2c 


there 
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known. 


4 Sermon pri athed at the late Fa 


CCC GOA In —AOO—n ———— — 


— —_ - — C——— — 


there were miny myriads , many ten thouſands of Tewes 
that beleeve who are all zealous. yer notwithſtanding,inthar 
very age, wherein the Goſpel wrought thus c ff tally 
among them,the wrath of God came upon that Nation 
to the utmoſt, and ſcattered rhem over all the world. 

It is likewiſe recorded of the KRomane Empire, which 
for a matter of fixe or ſeven hundred yeares had been a 
dreadfull enemy to the Kingdome of the Lord ; firſt a- 
e4inſt the Church of the Jewes, and afterwards againſt 
the Chriſtians (while ir was unconverted ; in Con#tan- 
traes5 time the Empice turned to Chritttanity, and in the 
very /irſt age of the Empires C briſttanity , came the deſtru- 
Qion and diſſolution of ir, So that there is a truth init, 
that Gods wrath may be fo far kindled. that he wyll ac- 
cept of no attonement, but will inexorably proceed to 
deſolation, *+ 

The ſecond Queſtion is, \V hether this may be known; 
whether we may poſſibly find out any dircRion , where- 
by to iudpge of Gods purpole of thus comnung againft 
a people, 4nſw. Ard for that, I confeſſe, a great ma- 
ny mc, eſpecially ſuch as are not willing to have any 
dangerous truth preached to them . doe thinke that all 
preaching and ſiuldy, inſuch points as theſe, is of no 
more cerrainty, than the judgement of judicial! Afro. 
l:zy : Teil them of wrath to come, or deſolation of 
Churches, or deſtrution of Common-wealths ; they 
look onſuch as ſhall tellthemof theſe things,as upon a 
company of 7gxorant pepple, who will be of their Au- 
thors faith , or eſteem them as proud men,who would be 
thought to have more acquaintance with Gods ſecrers 
than their neighbours, and therefore they mult adven- 
ture upon ſuch high points ; o7at belt, conceive them 
tO be ſulen,diſcontentedgnelancholick people,who look on 

every 
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every thing with black ſpeftacles ; but in the meane 
time themſelves will never be perſw2ded, that any can 
give them rules of dircfions ro judge in this kind : 
But you are wiſe: and if you pleaſe ro take two or three 
places of Scripture into your ſerious thovghes, you will 
conclude quickly: that this is a point may be known : 
The one is 7e-em.8.7, where the Lord blames the ſtu- 
pidity of the people, that whereas the Stork in the hea- 
w2ns knowes her appornted times ;, and the Turtle, andthe 
Crane,and the Swallow obſerve the times of thery comming ; 
but bis people would ngt know the judgements of the Lord : 
arguing them ro bee more filly and {imply rhan the ve- 
ry birds andi fowles, who couid obſerve what ſeaſons 
were fir orunhe for their ſtaying or removing in ſuch or 
ſuch a Countrey; and Gods people remained ignorant 
of the ſeaſons of Gods approaching judgements. Ano- 
ther pface you ſhall find Hoſ.7.9. where the Lord faith 
of Epbrarm, thar is, the ten Trivs, gray harres are ſcatte. 
red here and there upon him, yet hee krowes it not : The 
meaning,plaicly, is this ; Ther as gray hairs are remem- 
brances,and plain tokens of declining old age comming 
vron men; ſo there were ſympromes and tokens of E- 
phraimsruire comming upon him, and yet he would 
take nonrortice of it. Ourblefled Sawrouralſoin Mat.16, 
V.1.2,3. tells his hearers, that they could mike Alma- 
nacks for weather,and dzcerne the fare of the sbie, and yet 
could not diſcerne the 19nes of the times, (implying that 
Prognofticarions mighr alſo bee made, if men would 
ſtudy the right way ) whereby they might know what 
God imerds to Coewrh a people. So then, there 15 
ore ſtep gained, thar ſome:brng may be knownof Gods 
approaching ju'gements. 


E 2 bY Burt 


God may £9 
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Netwib- Butthat I may not deliver any thing but what you 

2.1; ſha!) bave a ſull ſuffrage for, I adde inthe ncxr place, 

tion, and conſcſle, that becauſe all ſeaſons are in Gods 

And how hands, and all people under his abſolute prerogative ; 

| a {o that, if hee pleaſeth, hce may deftroy a Nation for 
oxe ſinze ; and againe, if hee pleaſcth, hee can excr- 
ciſe ſo much mercy, that 30 ſiznes of a people can ſer 
any bounds or limits thereunto ; nothing bur his owne 
boly will ſeiting limits to his patience, long-ſuff-- 
ring and mercy; and becauſe allo Goadorh alwayes 
beare ſuch a render regard to lis owne children, that 
where-ever they live, hee doth often for their ſakes 
(as it were ) veverſe his ſentence of defolation, In re- 

P;2.r06 23 pard of theſe things and ſome others which might bee 
ſuggeſted , I thinke 1 may ſay, nc mortall man can 
PO 


bly determine when the preciſe time of this or 


that Nations utter ruine is certainly come. What 
Chriſt ſaid of the day of Judgement, may fitly bee 
applyed here, the very day and houre of the laſt Judge- 
ment zo man knees, but only the Father, and the 
Sonne, to whom it is revealed from the Father, and 
that alſo fince bis Reſurre&ion ; but yet there bee 
Mzr.24.36 fignes whereby wee may know the approaching, of that 
day : So wee may ſay of this, though wee cannor 
know the very time of a Nations deſolation , yet 
wee may know when the ruine of it comes neere at 
hand. And what learned men ſay of them, who have 
fiudied for the Philoſophers ſtone, though they could 
never finde out the Elrxer, yet in their ſearch after 
:t they have found out many excellent things, ad- 
mirably uſefull for mankinde :. fo in this ſearch if 
wee cannot determine that ſuch a Nation will in- 
fallibly 


X UM 


_— 


before the Commons Houſe of Parliamnt. 29 


fallubly bee ruined , yet wee may certainly finde $4") 8 
ſuch rhings as thereby to learne whar to feare, waat rubrabon 
tO expe, what to pray agarzf?, what to frive after, © 

&c. And ſo conſequently the handling of this 
queſtion may bee exceedingly uſefull ro ſuch an 
Aſſembly, as I am now called to ſpeak to in the name 

of God. '” 

This then is a ſecond ſtep that wee may know ſuch 
things as may make us fearedeſolation,and conſequent- 
ly labour to prevent it, or preparc for it, 

Thirdly, rhe maine queſtion is to enquire what are \n1 hos 
the Tokens, the gray haires, the flowriſhizg of the al- '* way v« 
mon tree, whereby wee may gueſle at mans going to © 
his long home. 

I anſfiver, Politicians, and ſome Divines will tell you 
of the fatall period of Kingdoms, rhat they have their 
youth, their ſtrengrb, and after a time theirdeclinacion; 
and ſhew by abundance of experierce, that States fcl- 
dome continue above five or (1x hundred years withoar 
ſome fatall change : Bur we muſt goe by a {urer rule 
than tl:is, Ir is not length of rime, which makes God | 
weary of (hewing mercy ; but, what Solomon ſaith Of Prov. 
Kings, for the tranſgreſs10ns of g@ land many are the 
Princes thereof : fo tor the tranſgreſsions of a land, 
and the tranſgreſſions ozly, many are the ruinest hereof. 
Now there is one rule which God hath alwayes pro- 
ccededby in the diflolutionot Churches and Kingdoms 
ever {ince the beginning of the world, and that 1s this. 

1 hat whenſoever the (ins of any Church, Nation, City, p.tned. ot 


' . Family, Or Perſon ( you may take it as large or as narrow tlc cv) 


jo, 8 dc *E © 
as you will ) are come toa full meaſure, then God in- EE 


th 


fallibly brings ruine upon them. This 15the rulewhich 
3 | (hall 


\ 
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x-94-1 ] ſhall wake plaine royou : God hath ſet ſeveral vel 


ſels to limit the finnes of all Nations, beyond which 
they ſhall cot goe; as once God 4aid to the waves 
of the Sea, hitherto thou ſhalt got, but here»thy proud 
waves ſhall te fiated: fo God hath ſaid of the finnes 
of Nations, Families , Perſons: thus farre 1 will for- 
beare tkee , bur farther rhy wickednefle ſhall not ex- 
ceed ; then comes thy end, Take foure or five cleare 
evidences for it inthe Scripture. Firſt that ſpecch of 


God to Abraham :] will give thy polterityall this lard, 


but not yer, becauſe the 1z1quity of the Amurines is not yet 


full: thoughthey were Amorites, God would bearewirh 


them, till their iniquities were come to the full , and 
then be would ſpare them ro longer. Another is Za- 
chary 5. verſe 6. The prophet in a viſion ſary an Ephah, 
a thing likea buſhe!l, ard moreoverthe Lord told him, 
this is the reſemblance of the Fphah, throughout +l the 
earth : as if God ſhould have aid, this isr.ot only pro- 
per to this people, but this1vle ] go by throughoutrte 
whole world : and what wasthar ? the Ephah is brought 
o1t,ard into the Ephah is caſt a woman, this woman fate 
and filled the Ephah + then ore brings a talent of lead 
for a cover 1O it, and that ſtops the mouth ofirt, and 
{huts the we-man 1n ; then come two women with the 
wind in ther wings , and they rake up the Fphah and 
carty it between heaven and earth, ard place it in 
the land of Shizar or Babylon, there to build it an 
touſe, ard to fer it upon its own baſe, Now what is 
the meanirg of all this > there 1s oreword in the viſion, 
which is a /e3 to open this /eck , viz. ths is wichedneſſe: 
the meaning whereof 18, Thar the Lord had brought the 
Jewes from the captivity of Ba/ylen, where they had 

| Deen 
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beene ſeventy yecres: as ſoone as they came home] 94 = 
though they turned nor to idolatry, yet theyproved {;.1..... 
ſtark naught. God ſets them their Ephah , puts their ——— 
iniquity anto a veſſel, and doth (as it were) fay, Goe 
ON , till yce have filled the Ephah ; but as ſoone as 
that 1s full , I will clap a talent of lead in-the mouth 
of it, 1 will take a courſe yee ſhall finne no longer 
inthis land, but will ſcatter you into Meſopotamia, 
into the land of Sh:izar, and there be as wicked as yee 
| will. So you ſee when the meaſure 1s full, then ven- 
gence Comes, 

Take another inſtance, in the fi-ſt of 7ames verſe 15. 
when 1:1 hath conceived, it brings forth ſinne; and ſinxe 
when it w finiſhed, brings forth death, which is of the 
ſame interpretation with the former , and ſhewes us 
{ins progreſle in the riſing, reigning , and ruine, Firſt a 
man hath /zit , a wicked corrupt teart that hee brizgs 

intothe world ;every man»comes into the werld with 
| abeartfullof luſt, now this.luſt brings forth iniquity z 
Godleaves people to goe On in wickednelle , it they 
be not ſuch as he means to ſave zand when their ſinne is 
perfeted, it brings forth death z when it comes to the 
full fourty wecks, and bath gone the full ttme, rhen 
comes deſtruction. Take yet rwo inſtances more, 
both in the fourrcenth of the Revelation verſe 14,8&c. 
in the Parables of the vintage, and ofthe harveſt z when 
they were ripe, then ruine comes.” Till then God 
| uſeth to beare with people : ſmaller juggements often 
come before ſinne is ripe , and are removed againe z 
but when Orce the meaſure is full, then God faith, - 
as in Nahum chap. 1.verſe 6, He wit make an utier 
end , affii ion: ſha! +. or riſe up the ſecond tne; hee will 
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ſl..ndipo 
Reforma. 
tiox 


Why Go! 


Ge'ers i: 


Ain be full. 


Elay 1c. 


Rom-:. 
4,5 


How the 


fulneſle cf 


Notwith- %gy Se i at once, that they ſhall not need*to feare 


a lecOgd. 

Nox if by the way you deſire to know why God de- 
fersſolong, and rather cuts not oft wicked men ſooner, 
L anſwer, it ſhould ſuffice us, that it is hiswzl to do it ; 
but further he doth it, partly that they may be for exer. 
ciſe to his people to purge and humble them, as Aſhur 
was hjs rod to whip his people, before the rod was 
burnt. And partly to dectare his long-ſuffering, and 
patience, thereby ro leave them without excuſe if 


they prove incorrigible. Thirdly, this is for ſalvation 


to ſome, who in the meane time are to be gathered in: 
and this I take it, the Apoſtle meanes, 2 Pet.3.9.,when 
he ſaith, the Lord defers his comming to judgement, 
becauſe the Nation of the Jews is firſtro be gathered in, 
So that as the Angel ſtaid till Lot was pluckedout of 
Sodom : ſo God harh ſome brands to ſnatch out of the 
fire, for whoſe ſakes he defers the execution of ven- 
geance againſt them, whoſe fins call for ir. For theſe 
cauſes, and ir may be others not known to us,bur ſecret 
ro himſelfe, doth God deferre the full execution of his 
wrath rill ſinne be ripe. 

But how may wee judge when the fins of a people 


a People, FTOW tO the full? I anſwer ( and but briefly, becauſe 


fn may be 
NOW. 


Whar fins 
are del0- 


I would not be burthenſome to an attentive auditory, 
the ſpirit is willing, but the fleſh is weak in the beſt ;) 
to finde out finncs fulneſſe foure things muſt come 
into conſideration. Firſt, what kindes of ſinnes they 


Jzing fins, a7e which are Jand-deftroying ſinnes. Secondly, the 


quantity of theſe finnes. Thirdly. the aggravation of 
them. Fourthly, which is'the upſhot of all, the zncor- 


ripibleneſſe of them. 


For 
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Firſt, the kinds of them, I mceane thus, there was $*4 n—_— 
never any Church or Nation without ſinne,but all *©9 000 
fines are not Church- waſting finnes , nor Land- | 
deſtroying ſins; bur there are fins which are called ©? 
abomunations,ſuch as make 4 land ſue ont the inha- 1.cvic18 38 
bitants: ſuch as make God drive them out: And they D*ut-9 5+ 
are ſome againſt the firſt Table, ſome againſt the 
ſecond Table. Againſt the firſt Table, firſt, the fin 
of Idolatry. Evermore as Idols come in, God ;, ,, 
goes out : Whenthere was an ſmaege of jealouſic ſet E::k.43.8. 
np, God goes farre from hu Sanftuary. God likes no Hol.13 + 

uch neighbours. When Ephraim offended in Baal, * 
he dies for it : when the meant man bowes himſelf, 
and the great man humbles himſclfe to ſtockes and 
ſones, God will ſpare them no longer. When the Eſzy 2-9. 
lory due to Jehovah, is communicated to* dumbe 
Faols.this God will bear at no peoples hand. And 
the reaſon is plaine, this is as che marriage bed to 
God,this provokes his jealouſie, which is his rage, 
then he will accept of n# ranſome : This therefore is 
the -bomination that makes alt deſolation. 
Secondly 3 the (ins of prophaning , contemning ) Prophanefle 


/ſcormng and per ſecuting of Gods holy g's his holy and contemy: 


, bus boly ſervants. I joyne all theſe fines toge- ©f $295 ©r- 
ruly hn: /4rm tne che ſame wo IL 
that is, malignancy agzinſt God : God himſelfe is 
ancd, fleighted , contemned in all theſe, 

Thou haſt deſþ;ſed my holy things, and prophaned my = 
$abbaths , therefore thow haſt cauſed thy day to draw ** ©2244 
were, . God therefore would make Moab as Sodom, Zeph.ai.g. 
and the children. of Ammon as Commrah , be. ** 
tunſe they reviled bu prople , but there is one 
proote may ſerve in ſtcad of an hundred.” 
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2 Chron.36. The Lord did a long rime beare with 
them, but when once they came to 'that pafle 


———=— they polluted his Houſe deſpiſed his Word mocked his 


meſſengers, m [uſed hu Prophets, bis wrath grew hot 
agaimſt them till there was no remedy.God could the 
beare them no longer , but utterly would deſtroy 
them. And it is. our Country-man, FYenerable 
Bedes obſervation, that when the old Britains grew 
to that leight of ſinne, as to caſt #d;um im religis- 
zu proteſſores ganquam in adverſarios,God prelent- 
ly {ent in the Saxons; who deſtroyed them all. 

There are alſo ſome ſinnes againſt the ſecond 
Table which greatly helpe to fill the meaſure of a 
peoples iniquiry : As firſt, ſuch finnes as are de- 
ſtrutivero humane ſociety, cruelty, bloud, oppreſ- 
ſion, deceit, theſe were the finnes which brought 
the flood upon the world of the ungodly. Theſe 
are the ſins which the King of Nineves fon would 
ruice him and his Kingdome, 

Secondly, the ſenſual Iuſts of drunkennefle and 
whoredome; I joine theſe ſinnes together , be- 
cauſe they are uſually joined in Scripture , and ſcl- 
dome ſevered in-mens practice: And you ſhall 
cleerly in the ſearch of the Scripture finde them to 
be among the abominations which helpe to fill up 
the meaſure of a peoples fin, and prepares them for 
judgement, 7 have ſeen a horrible thing in the houſe 
ef 1ſrael ((aith God , ſpeaking of the Hoi which 
made God hew them downe ) there « the whore- 
dome of Ephraim , whoredome and wine. aud new 
wixe take away their heart + This was one of the 
things that made God have controverſie with the: 


land to make it mourne, and to take them. all a- 
way 
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way. I have not time to proſecute theſe things , 694 m2y 89 
you ſhall cafily finde that theſe are gray hairesina- tn, © 
ny Nation where everthey are found ——_—— 

' Secondly, the quantity of theſe {innes is very nes mp 
con(1derable, when they are univerſall, no Nation The generali- 
ever was without them, but when once they come ? ** «le 

to ſpread as a Gangrene over the whole body, Gen 6.12, 
then che meaſure quickly growes full : When all 

ficſh had corrupted their wayes, then the flood 

came ruſhing in : When from rhe crowne of the 

head, to the ſole of the foot , the whole body was full of _—_——_ 
wounds, and bruſes , and purified ſores , then it was 

to no purpole tor God to ſtrikethem any more 

with any hope of healing. 

You ſhall inde inthe 24. of Ezekiel, a notable | 
deſcription of Jeruſalems cordition when Nebu- V*<123:4: 
chadnez.zar came to deftroy them , the Prephet 
compares the City to a great pot, whereinto all the 
choice peeces wereput to bee boiled , the thigh 
and the ſhoulder,and all the choice bones, but they 
were all rotten fleſh whole ſcumme would not 
boile our, meaning , that the Princes and Rulers, 

Prophets and Pricſts and People were all over- 
ſpread with abouminable wickednefles. So inthe 
22. of Ezekel, all ſtates are brought in, the Pro- Ve{-15.&c. 
phets devouring ſoules, the Prieſts violating the 
Law, prophaning holy things, Princes and Rulers 
oppreſiing , the people robbing, &c. then. God 

wres out his indignation , and confumes them 
with the fire of his wrath; 

But this muſt be underſtood with this caution , Yet to be un- 
that when I ſay all, itis not to be underſtood as if vonmmtigs; 
God would ſpare a people untill the whole multi- 
tude grew wicked,and none remaining on his fide: 
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Norwithitan- God had ſeven thouſand in Liracl who were taith- 
eng retorma- full to him in the worſt time of Ahabs apoſtacy, but 
——— the meaning is, when the number of ſuch as abſtain 
from theſe abominations, is ſo ſmall, thar they are 
not conſiderable,to God they are alwaics confide- 
rable,but not alwaies con{iderable as to the turning 
away of judgement, or tothe preveming of ruine. 
Ten righteous men would have been con{ulerable 
in Sodom for the ſparing of ic, when five would 
not. Sothe ſum is, thac when theſe abominations 
are generally ſpread , and very few in compariſon 
abſtaining fromthem, a growers Iipc apace 
tor deſtruction. 
Tye 2-orav1. 3+ Thethird thirg confiderable, is the apgrava- 
ion of chcſe tion of theſe fines, and therein? I ſhall anly give 
los, this one briefe rule,that in all places and Countries, 
houſes, familics, orper{ons, the more mercy, light 
and meanes theſe {innes are committed againſt, the 
ſooner is the veſlcl of their iniquity come tothe 
full. Amos 3.2. Ter onely have I knowne of all the 
Nations of the world and therefore 7 mill wifite you for 
Din.g.12, All your tmigquities, Extk.g. God begins at bus ſanttua- 
This 1s the py, and mh the autient men,who had ood longeſt 
vey 0rg9="" before him, And Devel makes this the reaſon why 
Chaprer of God broug ht a greater evill upon them than upon 
the ſecond of any-other Nation , becauſe no other Nation had 
Go —_ eryoyed the like meanes to keep them from finne , 
or tob:ing them to repentance. And in the 22. of 
Eſay.. The valley of viſton had the greateſt bur- 
then of wrath of all others, that is, the people of 
Iſrael, to whom God had ſent all his Prophets 
from timetotime. And there is great reaſonwhy 


ſinncs againſt light and covenangs , mercics and 
Cot- 
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Conlcicace ſhould be moſt prevoking , Itisthus g,,,,.,... 
even amongſt all ingenuous men, he that eatetheny rode/elaricn. 
bread,({aith David hath lift up his heele againflt mee, 
if ithad been a ſtranger , I could have borne ir: Is */e.# 9: 
this thy kindnefſſeto thy fr iend , could nwnatural{ * 59-1917: 
Abſolon [ay to Huſhai 2 This then is a plaine caſc, 
tharthe more mercies a people. finne againſt, the 

s their fin, and the ſooner comes their 


| we 
ke laſt thing conſiderable to finde out the 1"(2nigihie- 
fuln:fle of (inne, isthe Incorrigibleneſſe of Ir, and if hns,when 
the Lord grant that we canquit our ſelves ofthis, *Y 2< 199 
we ſhall yet doe well : by this Incorrieibleneſſe, 1 © 
meane;1when the {innes of a people are growne ſo 
pert, that they are too ſtrong forthe mounds and 

which God hath fet to keep them.in com- 
paſſe. Now God hath ſet Foure Boundaries for 
finne', and when (in is growne too ſtrong for «// 


- theſe, you may conclude that { reſerving or ex- 


cepting what God may doe in his abſolute prero- 
gative ) if he goe by his wonted rules,that Nation 
s going to her long home. 

Firſt , God hath ſet Cenſcience and ſhame to be Conſcierice 
boundaries among/all people, to keep fin in com- ©24hame: 
paſſe : Conſcience to make them ſtand in awe of 
God : ſhame to make them ſtand in feare of men: 

Theſe two God hath ſet up ( as his Officers and 
heraulds) in all mens hearts ; and when once men yrev. :- 14. 


can run into fin,as the horſe into the battell,rejoycing *(3 9: 


14 dee evill, proclaiming their ſins as Sodom, not betng 
4/hamed and paſt all feeling there is one bank broken 
downe,one Boundary plucked up. 

Secondly , another bank that God hathſct, is 
F 2 the 
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| the example,and converſation ,and prayers of his ewne 
us people , whom he ſcatters here and there amongſt | P 
tion, men, and great isthe 'power and force of their { 
For prayers Preſence to keep ſinne in compaſle , partly by the - 
examples & Majeſtic of the Image of Ged , ſhining in them, part- | 


counſclils of 


hor” ly by their holy ex :mples, partly by their wiſeand | * 
the godly. faaſenable counſels aamonitions reprebenſions partly 


— 


| 

lob 23 ult, by their prayers, whereby they bring downe re- 

ſtraining and conſtraining grace : Now.when theſe : 

Eſvy 57.1. arccither taken away from a place by de 1th, or dri- | * 

Gen.19. ven away by perſecution, as Lot out of Sedoms;or li- 6 

18.Gen.zz. Ving amongſt them, God takes offtheir edge to | 

Icr.14 11. pray nolonger, as Abraham for Sodom , or Here | 

for the ewes: There is a ſecond Boundary-pulledup, | | 
For Magi- Thethird is , that of Magiſtrates and Miniſters, 

firacs 2nd whom God hath inveſted with his owne authori- 

Miniſters, X 

«hich comes UC, and put uponthem ſome beames of his owne 

to paſlz either, Aajeſtie and Image , put his ſword into their 

hands , and armes them with power to keepfin'in, 

and beat it downe; The Magiſirate having the 

SS {word of Iuſt:ce,and thereby being made cuſtos utri- 

uſque tabule ;, and Miniſters having the ſword of the 

Spirit, thele two are ſtrong Rampires, and Banks, 

they are the! *=1:#» ro hinder ſtares courſe, they 

are Phyſitians tothe hurts of Gods people, and 

when once the ſins ofa Land grow too ſtrong for 

theſe, farewell all , you will foone hearethe daies 

of their viſitation are at hand. And this is done in 


three Caſes. | 4}; 
When they Firſt , when Magiſtrates and Miniſters take 
=_ put finnespart, and in ſtead of joyning with God a- 


eainſt ſin, they joyne with fin againſt God : asif 
the dogges ſhould joyne with the wolves a- 
gainſt 


[- 
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eainſt the ſheep,and the Shepheargs, a 

Thus it was 1n Jeremies t12ne , he found the peo- on to Jefolati- 
ple harder than a rock to be wrought upon, but he 9»- 
ſaid , Surely theſe are poore and fool:ſh , who know not 
the way of the Lord. will get me to the great men,and ler.4.s. 
] will ſpeake to them , for they ave knowne the way 
of the Lord, and the judgement of their God ; 
but were they ſuch, or did they ſo 2 marke what 
follows , theſe have altogetber broken the yoke , and 
burſt the bands, inſtead of maintaining Gods yoke, 
and ſtrengthening Gods hands , they broke them 
a pieces : and what followes , therefore 4 Ly-n,cg., 
en out of the forreſ ſhall ſlay them , an even- ; 
ing Wolfe ſhall ſpoile them, a Leopard ſhall watch 
over the cities , every one that goes ont ſhall bee 
zorne in pieces. Thus it was likewile in Hoſeaes time, 
when the Prophet was 4foole, and the ſpirituall man 
ws mad when the Princes would be drunke with bot- 
tles of wine, ec. Thus it wasin Ezekiels time ( as Erch.r2.15; 
was before touched ) immediately before their de. *< 
ſolation. 

Secondly, when M 1giſtrates or Mrnifters are d1- O: dare no: 
ſfardly.when they are affrard of fin and finners,and PP it. 
dare not appeare for God , when ſuch men have 
God Conſcrence , their of fice, the lawes , all on their 
lide,and yer dare not appcare againſt Idolatry, pro- 
phanencſle; violence , {enſuality , as it ſhowes the 
mento be of a baſeſpirit, ſoir argues the finsof 
that place to be of gicar ſtrength, even fic for judg- 
ment, Thus it was in the 22. of Ezetiel, verſc.zo. 
when all ſuch were growne corrupt, 1 ſought for 4 
ma among them.that is ſome Phinehas to ſtand in the 
$4p,,0 make up the hedge , ſome zealous Miniſters 
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to ſtand up and mediate-with God for them , and, |, 
teſtifie in _ miniſtery againft them , bat / ſound 
— nor. , and ther efore I powred out my indionation » 

Er bem, LA ces! my 

Thirdly, incaſe any Hagiſtrates or Minifters 
doe appeare on Gods part, as /oſiah, Teremiah, and 
others did in theſe forlorne times , yet they 
prove too weake ſtakes , they are able to doe no- 
thing ; the tnundation of wickednefle beares them 
downe, and runs over their heads:In a word ,, when 
fome Magiſtrates take part with {:nne,others afraid 
of it.and the remainder , who ate faithfull can pre- 
vaile nothing , this Rampire 1s likewife_ over- 
throwne. 

4. There is bat one more , which when it is 
likewiſe caſt downe , deſtruQion is at the very 
doore, and that is , Gods leſſer judgements: God 
ſomerimes keepes petty-feilions , ro prevent rex 
Aſ«:zes, inferior executions, to prevent utter deſo- 
lations, which when they prevaile not,it is a cer- ' 
tzine token of extreame wrath. Sometimes 
God affi:fts neighbour Nations , defiroying their 
Crties . that thereſt might receive Inflrutt:on, and 
thtir dwelling net be cut off: As Judges will hang up 
athicte upon a Gibhet , to keepe others from the 
gallowes.1 have overthrown ſome of you (laith God) 
4s Sodrm , I hae ſmuten you with blaſting and mil- 
dew, I have ſent among you the peſtilence,yet yee h ave 
not inrned tome nwty ſhould ye be IC m:tten any more? 
You ſhall ſee this notably exprefled inthe 24.0t E- | 
ze&hiel . Where God commnres lernſalem to a por, 
and all the Inhabitants © 4: hoyling in the por, 
bur all the hovlins wonulc got terch oat weir tous. 
IQ 
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no tlceatnings, no vititations, no inferiour Judge» 6926 mzy goe 
ments could prevaile with them, but ©1'1 their 93.2 vl 
ſcumme, theit bleod, their filthineſſe and lewd- ——— 
nefle abode in them ; marke then in the 13. v. what 
doome God gives of them, becauſe 7 have purged 
thee,and thou waſt not purged, I have trycd all means 
to doc thee good, and thou wilt not bee reformed, 
thou ſhalt newer be purged from thy filthines any more, 
till I have cauſed my fury to reſt upon thee, I the Lord 
have ſpoken it, and 1 will dren. Ard that example 
in the fixih of leremy, is moſt remarkable, where 
God uſeth ſuch a parable as this, the bellowrs are V.:9,30. 
birntthele'd u is © 1m the five, the founder workes 
in vaine, for the wick:d «16 n0t taken away, repro- 
bate ſilver ſhaa men call them, for the Lord hath re- 
jected them. God here compares himſclfe to a 
Silver-{mith, who takes a piece of oare, and tryecs 
all his art to divide berwixt tie drofſe and the me- 
tall, but cannot doe it, and at laſt throwes it away 
with indignation,ſaith it is baſe ſtuffe,on which hee 
will never beſtow any more labour. So God ſeems 
to ſay, my Miniſters have ſpent their lungs, dryed 
up their throats, all my other judgements have been 
tryed, but the wicked are not taken away, they are 
ro baſe droſſe, I will beſtow no more paines upon 
tem. 
And now you underſtand what the gray hairs of 
a State or people are,and when a people are ripe for 
deſtrution, when the time is come that God wil 


paſſe them no more, you ſhall not need to enquire by 


what meanes he will doe it, he hath all in his owne 
hands, he hath famine,and peſtilence,and {word,8& 


wildc beafts,and fire,and earthquakes, & it none = 
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Notwithitzn. lltheſe doe it,hee hath flies, and lice,and graſbep- 
ding reforma- pers,8& r4ts and miceenough to deſtroy the ſtrong- 
ON —. ct Kingdome inthe world in a moment , if hee 
but whiſtle,hifſe,or call for them, 
Wha: kind of =Odbjedd10. It is true may ſomeſay,if people oe 
Kimi" onintheir wickedneſſe , and prove Incorrigible, 
wich deſvl2zi- NO marvaile ghough God proceed thus againſt 
on, them: burthar itſhould be the caſe of a people, 
who ſcrupon Reformation, this is ſtrange : And 
how wil this ſtand with the do&trine preached inche 
torenoon.,that w/ 74 at:9repents.Ged wil repent, &c? 
Anſwer, In fuch an afſembly as this , a ſhort 
anſwere (iftrue) will ſatisfie, Firſt, God never 
promiſed: that the ſincere Reformation of a few 
ſhould prevent the: judgement of a multitude: if 
Gods time of Execution be come , Noh, Daniel 
and /e&-ſhall deliver neither ſon, nor daughter, who 
are not turned home to God. Secondly, Ian- 
{were , thatthough the Nation joyned inthe Re- 
formation, it was not in ſimcerit9;, if it had been 
ſound, the doctrine inthe morning would have 
carried it away , and I muſt have had another In- 
terpretation of my Text, It is true, ſoſah carried it 
by his authoritie , but the peoples hearts were not 
io.3.19%. right. And leremny ſaith no lefle, when I removed 
Samaria out of my fight, her treacherous ſiſter tudih 
tarned xottiome. Yes mightthe people ſay , wee 
did turne tothee under good King 1fiab, but it was 
but farnedly. ( ſaith the Prophet ) andiit appeares to 
beſo, foras ſoone asever 7oſiah was dead , they 
made 4 wiiverſall Apoſtacie from the Lord , and 
arert.22, 43 {their Reformation was but like thac of the Na- 
444 5» tion of the: Tews ip Chrifts time , which our Lord 
com- 


ler. 187.5, 
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compares to the uncleane ſpitit , going our for a God may go 
while, and returning againe with ſeven Devils 2392 + 
worſe then himlclfe. As if Engl:nd by the help of ——-— 
this noble Parliament,who lay the cauſe of God to 

heart, ſhould joine ina reformation,though againſt 

the haire, it would come to nothing inthe end. 

And fol have in ſome mca{ure cleered this do- 

Qrine in Theſi, how far the approaching ruine of a 

Nation may be knowne , a#d what the {ignes of it 

are. The ſccond tollowes, and that is ; | 

Whether this concerne us. And what anſwer DR _ 

would you have me give you 2 I could willingly though: to bee 
anſwer in this, as Dawrel did Nebuchtdnezzear , vu owncale, 
when he was to interpret a dreame to the King , 
which inthe true expoſition forctold Nebachad- Din4 19. 
#ezz4rs fall:Ic is ſaid Daniel tood (till for an hour, 
and his thoughts troubled him, and in the end 
ſpeakes out, My Lord, the dreame beto them that 
hate thee and the mterpretation of it to thine enemies. 
50 ay I, Oh ler the parallell of this be ſome other 
people : Oh that it might not fir E-glind,burt doth 
it fit it? Right honourable and beloved, your great 
wildomes , your diligent inſpe&ion, your ample 
intelligence,your faithfulneſle and fincerity makes 
youbetterable to judge , then my meannefle can 
ataine unto, who am none of the wileſt obſervers 
of the time ; but I muſt ſpeake, and what I ſpeake, 
I ſhall ſpeake freely and humbly , I would I could 
ſpeake ſorrowfully : I know I ſpeake to wile men, 
who can well judge what I ſay. 

Firſt, I hope verily we arc wot yet come to that It is hoped 
paſſe that God ſhould fay of us, Lwill paſſe by — 
Enel..ud AO MOTC ; blefled bee God , WCE have condition, 
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Norwithlian- pracious King, many Noble Peeres, many excel- 


Cing reform 2- 
1100, 


And why, 


Yer fearcd 
tha: we are 
very necare it, 


ent Commons, who have already done great 


——— things for God ; I necd not repeat them, all the 


Kingdome knowes them to their comfort, Yea, 
and bleſſed be God, the ſame gracious Soveraigne 
and Honourable Aſſembly of Parliament doe yet 
enquire what is further to be done, what wrath is 
kindled, and how it may bee quenched, and have 
called the whole Kingdome, to afflict rhem- 
ſelves before God, that his great wrath might bee 
turned away from us. And as yet wee have a 
ſprinkling of Phineh1zzes, worthy Magiftrates, 
who in their ſeverall Countries and Counties dare 
appeare in Gods cauſe againſt finne, and the bold- 
eſt ſinners. And wee have alſo a good ſprinkling 
of faithfull Miniſters, who ſfazxd #n the Watch towre, 
and blow the Trumpet, and grve the people warning, 
And forever bleſſed be the Lord (which is not the 
leaſt p!edge of our hopes, for the lengthning our of 
our tranquility) we have many ten thouſand Saints 
i: Fngland, who not onely abſtaine from the abo- 
mination of the,rimes, but mourove for them, and 
give God no reft night nor day, untill hee bow the 
heavens and come downe, and ſet up for himſelfe 
a glorious Throne amongſt us: And unto theſe 
God hath made many promiſes of ſparing the land 
fortheir ſakes, and that their poſteritics atter them 
ſhall be bleſled. 

But as I hope this, ſo the Lord will bee a wit- 
neſſe with me, that I feare whether al! theſe perſons, 
and therr graces doe beare 4 juſt propernen to the 
weanes and wercies,which God hath given to Exe- 
land ; or to that buge Inundation of finne, wherewith 
Eng- 
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} Zng/andis over-run at this day. And here, had I 9% my 80e 

atongue to ſpeake, and you and I hearts and eyes ijoa. 

to powre out teares and forrow, wee might make ———-—— 

this place a Bochim a plate of weepers. For, what ;j.c(« finnes 

kinde of theſe fins doe not overflow us 4 You will are found a- 

ſy at firſt, not Idolatry ; bur I tell yon, neither —_ 

were the Germanes Carried away with 1dolatry, 

when their deſolations broke in upon them ; nor 

the lewes, before their laſt deſtruction. The mea- 

ſure of our Iniquity may poſſibly be full, though 

this fin come not in z but God knowes, and you 

know that we have not onely abundance of Idola- 

trous Papiſts, who are proud, inſolent and daring, 

but abundance of Popiſh Idolatrous fpirits, ſuper- 

ſtiiouſly addicted, willing to embrace any thing 

that goes that way, onely they will not have it goc 

under the name of Popery. And for the other 

finnes of contempt of Gods holy Ordinances, his 

day, his ſervants, and all his wayes, oppreſſion, 

cruelty, defrauding of brethren, the ſenſuall ſinnes 

of uncleannefle, eſpecially that of drunkennefſe ; 

Goc bur to the places of greateſt reſorts, Market- | 

Townes, populous Cities, and Fayres, &c. and | 

ER would tremble to thinke , how our | | 
is overſ{pread with theſe: Oh Beloved, the Andthatia 

generality of the people of England, is extreamly Fire utc 

wicked, and which argues our cale to bee moſt mi- yrenales 

ſerable,it ſeemes to beare downe.,and'to break over | 

all our Bankes, multitudes finning *vith a whores 

forchead, proclaiming their finnes as Sodom : And. 

the vex popwlr is ; that many of the Nobles, Magi- over Magi- 

ſtrates, Knights and Gentlemen, and perſons of **<* 

great Quality are. arrand Traytors and Rebells a- 

G 2 gainſt 


— — 
hD— 


a6 7 ASermanPreachtdat thelate Faft 


— 


—Q 


_ gainſt God, taking part with wicked men , and} he 
— wicked caulcs againſt the Truth , Patrons of Ale. | up 
cion, houſes and diſorders, checking inferiour Officer, | f 
—- whodiſcover any zcal for God againſt an ill cauſe; | w! 

| That in many of their families(not to mention Re. | w 
| ligion) there is not ſo much as a face of Civility: | gr 
| Many 0: hers of them, who ſcemto with well,dare | lc: 
| not draw out the {word which God hath given | d« 
' them, and ſome few others borne downe intheir | A 
| places with the torrent of wickedneſle. And & | m 
2 | tor our Miniſters, how many ſad complaintsand P ny 
Minificrs | petitions hath this Honourable Aſſembly received | ov 
againſt many hundreds of them? multitudes of 
them rotten and unſound in their doQrine, and (@ 
vitious and corrupt in their lives, thatthey fulfill 
that which Archbiſhop C# #bet (aid in his Ledtwer 
upon [04h , profeſiing that his heart bled within 
him, tothinke of the miſcrable conduion of the 
precious {oules of m3ny people who had ſuch Mi- 
niſters, as /#obannes Avent imum (peakes of, who(if 
they were not in the Miniſtery ) would not bee 
thought fir hog-heards ro keepe ſwine. Beſides 
thoutands of others , who (God knowes) want ci- 
ther will or skill to doe the Lords worke faithful. 
ly. And the reſidue who have endeavoured to 
givethe people warnning , and to teach themthe 
good way of the Lord, have been a long time bom 
downe and oppoled as the truublers oft our 1/r4el, 
Sure I am, what ever our Minifters are, or doe,the 
{ins of the land ate too ſtrong for them , and out 
people remaine unſubdued to Jcfus Chriſt, 
Antihe very  Y<a Which is yet worle, the very judgements of 
ju/g:ments, God have wrought little upon us, all che long and 
Na) 
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\ ny nation under Heaven enjoyes thisday beſides 
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heavy preſſures of the Neighbogr C harches, his rods 
upon our iclves, terrible and waſting peſtrlexces and bow ou mag 
famine, his blaſting all our emterpriſes, his ſcaring us —_— 
with rumors of warres and bloxd.-prevaile nothing; 

wee ſtill grow worle and worſe : Indeed if —_ 

grow Out of faſhion , ( as cloathes doe) then wee 

leave it, otherwiſe wee goe on boldly and impu- 

dently , let God threaten or doe what he will. 

And all theſe evils are aggravated by being com- 2nd mercies of 
mitted againſt greater meanes and mercies, than a- God. 


our ſelves. 
And which is yet ſadder,/ohthat 1 were miſtak& 


upon condition I were: tyed toa recantation ) ou 
dealing this 1ait year 1s more injurious againſt God, 
than heretufore. The Lord hath gathered ſuch an 
Aſſembly of Noble Peeres and Commons, wha 
have done ſuch greatthings, that many of us began 
tohope our P-{grimage through this wilderneſſe 
had beene almoſt ended , and that England would 
ww turne to the Lord, and become a people zealous of "And God be: 
wdworkes : But verily fo faras I can underſtand, $9 *© ap- 
the body of the Nation makes little other uſe of 55" 399m 
all the mercics of this laſt yeare, butto abuſe all 
the liberties procured both for Church and Com. 2nd wherein. 
mon wealth , to greater and bolder ſinning againſt 
God: and now alſo, which yet ſpeakes more ſad- 
ly,the Lord God beginnes to appeare againſt us, not 
onely in permitting many wxexpedted blecks and 
rbbs , huge trees caſt inthe way of our Worthies 
that chey cannot march on in their ſtrengtn, and ſo 
the much expeded Reformation ſtickes long in the 
birth ; but God hath dra wne our”, and fourbiſhed 
the 
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Nowirhiten- the ſword, and made it begin to drinke blood in 
ding retorm®- re Neighbour Nation, which when it once be- 
———— gins todrinke, ſcldome is put up againe, till it bee 
drunke with blood : this God hath ſuffered to bee 
drawne out pon our deare brethren 1n Ireland, up- 
on ourowne fleſh and blood, and that by a Nation, 
by whom (rhough they may feeme contemptible 
to ſome, as being barbarous,unarmed, &c. yet) wee 
may feare that God wiil plague us, becaule wee 
have not laboured to bring them to the knowledge 
of God and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Mere tekel, 
The Lord grant that being put into the ballance 

we be not found too light. 
Apprycaionts Whatſhall wee doethen ? Firſt belceve it, ns 
re” that England ſhall be ruived, 1 ſay not ſo: but be- 
leeve that great 15 the wrath of God which is kind- 
Firſt,'s be- led againſt us, that wee ſtand upon ill termes be- 
we in danger, fore him 3 that though he may ſave us by his Pre- 
rogative, yet it hee proceed with us at common 
Law, according to his uſuall rule with other Na- 
tions, wee are 1n great danger to be utterly loſt. I 
refle this the ants we are a ſecure nation, 
not willing to beleeve any thing that may diſturbe 
rKirg22. our caſe, One Zedekiab who will preach pleaſing 
Which We 3t* things, ſhall bee beleeved more then twenty A- 
*. eatahs; ſuchastcllus wee are the moſt fAouriſhing 
Church inthe world, the ſtrongeſt people by Sea 
:nd Land, allother Nations court us, and have 
their owne hands tull, the Iriſh be onely diſconten- 
ted, weake men, and will ſoone be. quieted : ſuch 
3 ſay ſhall be beleeved moe then an hundred 7ert- 
mics, who would put us infeare. Ir is reported that 
Honrias the Emperour lying at his pleaſure at R« 
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Venna,when newes was brought him thatRome was takenand _— 
ſpoyled, bee thought they had meant a fighting Cock o/uice. 
which he called Rome : ſo when we are told of danger, wee al 
flight all that is ſpoken,& believe nothing in that kind:Bur 


the Lord grant thatthis ſecurity of ours bee not a Calme be- 


fore an earthquake : When they [ay peace, peace, then ſudden de- x Th:(;.z. 
ſtrution comes =_ them. Put let us believe and tremble ©: the Prv.2:-3- 
X Wiſe man never hides himſelf till be ſees the evill comming ; and twn,; ;. 

s the firſt ſtepto N:zevebs peace was their believing that God 

. was comming agairſt them. 


'© | Bur you will {ay that is the way to diſcourage men, & you 
; do not well codiſcourage the in whole hand & courage our 


4 welfare lyes. Oh beloved, let me not be ſo interpreted; were 3** till ve 

oy this objection fit in other caſes ? ſuppoſe one ſhould come -wekeohinn 

. and truly tel] us the ezemy were landed,the Sea were broke in, create: 

1 the Houſe or Ctty,were on fire,were it fit toobjeR,oh ſay nor 

_ ſo,you will diſcourage men? Diſcourage or not diſcourage, 

wh if this be not told,how ſhall the enemy be driven back, the ,,, ... 

= breach of waters ſtopped, or the fire quenched? Bur neither (al never 

2. | needthis diſcourage, but rather furniſh vs with matter of d———_ 
1 humiliation & ation, Joſiah ſate down and wept, when he un- 42; 1.5c,. 

n, derſtood Gods wrath was kindled, & felt to reformition, Exrg » *.ng :2. 

he rent his garment and plucked off bis hatre,and fell to his work,8& 

ns ſolet us do : Let us believe that Cods diſpleaſure is againſt 

4. us, that we may fearebefore this Great God , and Jabour to 

ing get his wrath turned quite away; & that isthe ſecond Uſe. _. 

Wy 2 Letus all labour inthe right way to turn this wrath of To pre" 


ive || Godfrom us,& thar,Firſt,by mourning vader it; God looks vo: if, 
we ſhould be aſhamcd when he ſpirs in our tace,and takes it *'* 27 
wonderfull unkindly,if we #remEle not when this-Lion roares, &.r i. 'S 
Conſider ſeriouſly of that place,#{ay 2 2. There you (hal fee 5512 4 
an enemy was comming againſt /eruſalem 8& God was mach 5" 
diſpleaſed, becauſe they took not the right way for their fafe- © 
ty,and ſoill that he ſaid that iniquicy ſhould never be purged 
from thecill they dyed, & yer ſee what they did,they [cored 
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Not ith up their armonr,they gathered thewaters, that rhe enemy might 
f na have no benefir by them they repaired the breaches 1: the wals, 
03. made a deep aitch for greater forcificaction : what hurt was 
there in a.1 ris ? Oh but they begun at the wrong end : the 
Lord called the to weeping and mourning,and to baldnes andto 
girdiag with ſackcloth , torremble before himbecule of his 
wrath, and this they regarded nor, and therefore Go 1 would 
never pardo? ic, Till cherfore we mourn becauſe of Gods dyſ- 
leaſure , all other meanes of welfare will faile of that com- 
fortable cff2& which we defire. I knoxy the world makes a 
ſcorn of this.yo# are one of the mourners,but let Our foules be ' 
numbred among thoſe mourners , God will re5Fore comfort 
to theſe mourners:znd no man knowes the poiver which theſe 
poore mourners have to turne away Gods wrath. 
x pn. Secondly, and as we muſt mourn for this fulneſle of our 


nal! for. finnes, ſo every one mult help to empty the veſſel, as we have | 

m -" helpedto fill it:the fuller our veſſel is with (in,the neerer our 

rvine is,& if we could knock our the bottom of che veſlel,or 

b- any meanesemp!y it, Gods wrath would paſſe away with Þ, . 

our ſtas:oh help to empty ic,your Arheiſme,your prophane- 

ne{ſ>, your oppoſing of good men,& good cauſes, your adul- þ 
teries,Hes,&c.get them our by all meanes ; all Gods chreat- 

nings ſpeak to us, as the waves of the Sea ſeemed to ſpeak to : 

the Mariners in the fir't of Joxah, /onah hid rold them that h 

the rempeſt came forhim, and till he wascaſt over the ſea 

would never be quier, yer they rowed hard to carry ona to : 

land bur the waves ſcemed ro tellrhem,caſt onah over board, |}, 

or we wil ferch younver-board.(2ut thertore with your luſts, tf 

God hath noother quarrel] againſt us, he doth not affli# us de 

:. $99.22. wellingly he ith tous 23 [945 {41d to the wiſe woman of Abel, th 

'* farre be it from me to ſwallow up ordeſtroya City in Iſrael }| |; 

deliver only Sheba the Sor of Bichri, or throw his head over th 

| the wall,and I am gone. Dothcu fo, finde out all thy beloved G 

| ſins,ſay to rhy darling luſt,as /#n:us Brutw ſaid to his ſon, thou th 

| | 


villain fſhal I nouriſh thee to deſtroy the Common-wealth?&F ſtabs 
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"before the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 
ban:ſhal I walk intheſe wayes to bethe raine of theChurch 
and Commor-wealth? the Lord rather ftrike me dead with 
a Thunderbolt, Let us therefore every one begin 10 ſweep 
before ourown door,and we know n2t how ſoon the whole 
ſtreet may be made cleane, 
Thirdly and laſtly(right Honourable & Beloved)you are What the 
to beour Phy fictans,and repairers of our breaches;the horxs a _ 
of Gods wrath begin to puſh at us;, you are the Carpenters (oul1do 
that muſt cut off theſe horns : I rherefore make this humble netoey 
ſuit to you, that (as you have beſought bis Matic to call a day 
of Faſting and Prayer throughout England, and we hope we 
t ſhall have many more, till the fierce wrath of God be turned 
away) ſo inall your thoughts todo Ergland,Scotland & !re- 
land goo0d,you would ſet down this,that the turning away of 
Godswrath is of greatelt conſequence: if you letGod goon 
tobe angry,do what you can we ſhalloſe all at home and a- 
broad. Thus did /o/1ab, whenonce he underſtood out of the rotl.wing 
Book of God,that the Lords wrath was kindled;he preſently of" cx- 
ſends tro Hulda the Propheteſſe, ro enquire what was tobe 7 
t covethat they might querch it,cſteeming aliother buſines 
unſea{onable and fruitleſs, while that fire was burning. And 
here I (hall only in a few words commend to you the exam- 
ple an praQtice of thisbrave King,whom this Text ſo mig- 
nifics. 1. He mowrns,and cals all the people to mourn with rt mour 
hinv and that through Gols mercy you Neſt done. 2, He ning,be- 
goes out in that way , whereof you heard more inthe fore- UE © 
ncon,&breaking down all the [mages and relicks of [dolatry:; wrath. 


the Lord ſer it cloſe to your hearts, that you may leave no- * \=-25- 


9p - Se. 
thing which is contrary ro Gods pure worſhip. 3. Heexe- ,'\ooing 


our 1d012=s 
rry,&c, 
3 Inexceus 
tion of 


the kingdoms ruine,theidolatrowP rieſts,Aigging the vry bones 
of ſome of them out of their graves : the ſame Lord dire you, 


God,odiſcern what is to be done with them who havebeen 
the troublers of our peace, & the greateſt kindlers of 
| H 2 


euted the juſtice and yengeance of God upokt the Inſtruments of 


Gods'encwig! 
wrath - 


that in your great wiſedomes you may be as the Angels of 9-6 ven» 
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Notwith- wrath againſt us:ſpare whom ye may ſpare with Gods þ 
£55 Willzbut remember, it is fooliſh pity that deſtroyes a City 
ticx let not the men eſcape,yvhom God appoints Ourto puniſh 
—— ment. 4. Hc reſolves to referm Religion ,and the worſhip 
es God,and to ſet it up,and maintain it according to the word: ar 
and fOthat end he cals togerherthe Prieffs,a7d Prophets, the Bl 
mawtin- ders of Iudah and Ieruſalem,c7 with them enters 110 a covenan 
ng": Lefore the Lord to walk after the Lord,and to keep his command 
gion and ments,&c.Othat theLord would put it into the heart of ye 
Worlti?. all todo the ſame;zyou know what you have bin often pett 
<F% "wag tioned for,the God of all wiſdom dire you incue time to prot 
cced inthis cauſe, and if in your wiidomes you ſhall find 
fitting that 2 grave Synod of Divines ſhould be called,to 7 
form your conſcrences what is to be done, I beſeech you fok 
low f a direion of Gods word in it. Fifthly, And then fe 
the manner. Hee did all according to Gods law , he cot 
ſulted not with fleſh and blood,enquired nor into terms c 
ro:the policy,how far the ſtate would bear,it,or how far the peop 
wo: wouldconcur without grumbling : but did according tos 
which God hadappointed in his word, And laſtly,he did 
with zeal and fervency,he laid not out his ſtrength in hiso 
cauſe, & then uſe diverſions and diminutions in Gods cauſe 
but there was his ſtrength laid out,where he knew Gods ics 
louſic lay.The Lord make you ſuch/ofrabs,fuch zealous mer 
»dthar What Azakims or Gyants would you prove ; you might (wit 
in 21 BrzareustheGyant with 100 hands,of whom thePoets feign 
2:.nok, take thunder-bolts out of the hand of God,and fo fave you 
\-* ſelvs,yourfamilies,andthe Nation.Goon,ye worthzes of, 
En-ou. £9/4andthus deliverus, It there be any healing,any delive 
' razement Tance, you ſhall be our Saviours ; it there be none, you ms 
1 rcunts, with Zoſiab get the iudgment reſpired for your lifetime : le 
UUNN-21, 
[-++53,9, the worſt come, the glory of the Lord ſhall not only be ye 
reward, tyat your rereward,your ſafety : you ſh11l deliver yc 
ſoules, and your ch«larexafter you ſhall be bleſſed. Dorh 
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andthe Lord God be with-you. 
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